
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS, ANTILLES OFFICE 

400 FERNANDEZ JUNCOS AVENUE 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00901-3299 

O E C  - -4  

Antilles Regulatory Section 

199905598(1P-ML) 

Mr. Ovidio Garcia-Amador 

PO Box 340 

Mayaguez, PR 00681-0340 

Dear Mr. Garcia-Amaaor: 

Reference is made to the Department of the Army permit application submitted for 

the discharge of fill material into waters of the United States at tributaries to Boquilla 

Creek, for the development of Elite Valley Town Center project. The project is located at 

PR-2, Km. 179, intersection with PR-64, El Mani Sector, Sabanetas Ward, MayagOez, 

Puerto Rico. Please refer to number 199905598(IP-ML) in future correspondence 

regarding this project. 

On November 20, 2002, we met with a property owner whose property adjoins your 

project across PR-2. He argued that he was not aware on the proposed project and 

requested to meet with the Corps to express his concerns. A revision of the information 

at the file confirmed that you provided mailing addresses for adjoining property owners 

across PR-2, except for him. 

The property owner is concerned on the effect of the hydrological modifications 

proposed for the Elite Valley project on his property. The Boquilla Creek (channel B-B), 

which you propose to fill and relocate in boxculvert A-A and open channel G-G, limits 

his property across PR-2. He is of the opinion that the proposed structure to relocate 

the Creek is  not Lonc ennt lah and would not provide enough slope to maintain the 

flow of the water downstream, in a west, north-west direction. He states that since the 

water table is high in the area an inadequate slope would promote that the water 

remains stagnant, or even may produce a backflow, affecting his property. He suggested 

that a boxculvert be placed on the current location of the Boquilla Creek (channel B-B), and 

be extended to discharge directly underneath PR-64. He opines that this would provide the 

adequate slope to drain the waters coming from the Creek underneath PR-2. 

He also expressed concerns on the conditions of the bridge at the north-west corner 

of your property, where channel D-D drains underneath PR-64. He states that the 

improvements proposed for channel D-D, are useless to improve drainage downstream, 

since this bridge would not be capable of adequately drainage the water load, 
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The property owner also stated that the U.S. Department of Agriculture study of 

1964, cited in the Public Notice as similar to the current proposal, was made to maintain 

the agricultural lands. Therefore, should not be used as reference to manage the 

hydrology in the area, since land use is different than agriculture, the surrounding 

properties has been developed, and the hydrology modified. 

The hydrological / hydraulic study (H-H) you submitted on November 29, 2001, had 

the purpose to manage the stormwater runoff caused by the Ellite Valley construction 

project. It intended to provide measures to keep the new maximum flows equal or less 

than the existing ones. The H-H describes two drainage problems at the site: 1) 

sedimentation of channel D-D and the culvert underneath PR-64, and 2) low movement, 

almost stagnation, of waters draining to the Cali() Boquilla, north to the proposed project 

site. The H-H identified waters draining though the boquiiia Creek, east io PR-2 as oi 

of the water sources to the proposed Elite Valley site. The Boquilla Creek reaches the 

site through a 3m x 3m box culvert underneath PR-2. Drainage of waters through the 

boxculverts at PR-2 would depend on the level of waters at the Boquilla Creek within 

the project site. According to the H-H elevation of the Creek at the boxculvert to the 

east of PR-2 is 5.5 meters, while at the project site is of 4.5 meters. The elevation of 

the proposed channel A-A at the discharge point is proposed at 3.5 meters. 

As alternative to manage waters at the Boquilla Creek the H-H proposes to elongate 

the existing boxculvert along 122 meters (channel A-A) in an orientation similar to the 

existing boxculevrt (east-west orientation). The H-H states that the existing culvert at 

PR-2 does not have the capacity to transport the Q100 for the watershed. The proposed 

culvert elongation and dimensions would provide for such. The H-H also recommends 

to widen and concrete-cover channel D-D by constructing a 10 meters wide trapezoidal 

channel. Expectations based on the H-H are that with the construction of the Elite 

Valley project waters would drain faster than in the current conditions. 

The H-H does not provide detail on potential water stagnation or backflow. 

Therefore, we need to confirm or clarify the following: 

1) That the proposed channel A-A and G-G has the appropriate length and slope to 

maintain water flowing downstream. Certify that the water would not remain stagnant, 

or that backflow would not be produced at the channel. 

2) That the proposed channel D-D provides the appropriate slope such that waters 

flowing through channel A-A and G-G would effectively drain, and would not remain 

stagnant or cause a backflow. 

3) Please explain any effects of the high water table in restricting water drainage 

downstream the earth-gabion-bottom channels. 
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4) Evaluate the alternative to place the proposed boxculvert A-A in the current 

location of the Boquilla Creek (north-west orientation), and elongate it to the discharge 

point underneath PR-64. Discuss if this alternative would provide better slopes, such 

that the water does not remain stagnant, or backflow is caused. 

5) Clarify how do you propose to join the proposed culvert A-A, which is 8 meters 

wide, with the existing underneath PR-2, which is 6 meters wide. 

6) Clarify if you propose improvements to the culvert underneath PR-64, which is 

the discharge point of the proposed channels. If not, explain how would you manage 

water flows at the channels if this point is clugged. Is the capacity of the culvert 

underneath PR-64 compatible with the proposed dimensions of channel D-D? Would 

the cuiveri have the hydroiogicai capacity to manage the water loads flowing thrOugh 

the new channels? 

7) It is our understanding that you should have obtained a WQC by now. If not 

please provide the related information for us to determine if a waiver has occurred. 

The above-requested information must be provided for us to complete the public 

interest review. Any other information you feel may be helpful in order to fully justify the 

proposal should also be submitted. Please make sure to clearly and specifically answer 

each item listed in this letter. This would expedite the evaluation of your response. 

Your application will be held in abeyance for 30 days pending receipt of your 

response. If you wish to modify the application taking into account the guidelines and 

our comments as explained, and need more than 30 days to do so, you may request a 

reasonable additional time extension. If within the next 30 days from the date of this 

letter we do not received a written communication from you we will take final action on 

your Department of the Army permit application. Final action could include deactivation 

of your permit application. Should the file be withdraw it will be retained for a period of 

one year. 

You are cautioned that any work performed below the mean high waterline or 

ordinary high waterline in waters of the United States, or the discharge of dredged or fill 

material into adjacent wetlands, without a Department of the Army permit could subject 

to enforcement action. Receipt of a permit or endorsement from other agency does not 

obviate the requirement for obtaining a Department of the Army permit for the work 

described above prior to commencing work. 
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If you have any questions contact Ms. Myrna Lopez, at telephones 729-6905/6944, 

extension 3059, or at the letterhead address. 

Sincerely, 

1 
dwin E. ni 

Chief, Antilles Regulatory Section 



 

 

GIP 
4
9aciattiteote4 & SR, 9‘te, 

P.O. Box 340, Mayagtlez, Puerto Rico 00681-0340 Tel: (787) 254-3957 

January 3,2003 

Mr. Edwin E. Mufiiz 
Chief Antilles Regulatory Section 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
400 Fernandez Juncos Avenue 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901-3299 

Re: Strong Criteria for Final Approval of Permit Application 
No. 199905598 (IP-ML), Joint Permit Application No.212. 

Dear Mr. 

This is in response to letter sent by youon December 4, 2002, where 
Miss Myrna Lopez states that on November 20, 2002, she met with an 
apparently property owner who argued that his property adjoins our project 
East across PR-2 within the 100 meters diameter distance and that a revision 
of the information at the Corps File confirmed that we provided mailing 

addresses for adjoining property owners across PR-2, except for him. At 
present and on June 25, 2001, when we submitted the referred Joint Permit 
Application, the real owner was and is, Cesani Hardware, Inc. according to 
GRIM Records and Map Number 207, both included as evidence. 

li recently got information fom Cesani Hardware, Inc. that this person 
alleged on Court that he is the owner, but at present the Case 1AC-1998- 
0214 in Mayagtiez Justice Court has not been solved. The above events 
confirmed that 1 was correct in the provided mailing addresses for adjoining 
property owners across PR-2, presently available on Corps Files. 
Nevertheless I am including Dr. Walter Silva's report including technical 
response to Comments 1 to 6 expressed on your letter dated December 4, 
2002 with reference to above Joint Permit Application. In regard to Number 
3 Comment and as we talk in telephone we are desisting the earth-Gabion 
bottom channel as well as the upper metal screens on the box culverts. 



 

 

PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 199905598 
(IP-ML) JOINT PERMIT APPLICATION 
NO. 212 
JANUARY 3, 2003 

Lastly, the Number 7 Comment states: "It is our understanding that 
you should have obtained a WQC by now. If not, please provide the related 
information for us to determine if a waiver has occurred". A waiver for the 
WQC has occurred according to the 33CFR Part 320-330 which states that if 
the EQB has not given the Water Quality Certificate (WQC) within a year 
since the date (June 27, 2001) that the EQB certified that the Application of 
the WQC was completed. This means that legally that the WQC has been 
granted by the EQB even though it has not been written. 

Thanking you in advance for the opportunity of commenting on this 
matter, and hoping to hear from you as soon as possible, remains, 

Respectfully yours, 

Dr. Ovidio Garcia Amador 
President 



 

 



 

 

CENTRO DE RECAUDACION DE INGRP7
.
 

ESTADO DE CUENTA/STATEMENT 

# CATASTRO # CUENTA 

1UNICIPALES 
ACCOUNT 

.)FCHA DE INTERESES/DESCUENTO 

PIN # 207-000-003-15-000 ACCOUNT# 0130886, 

# PRESTAMO HIP 

INT/DISC DATE 02/08/2002 

LOAN# MTG

 MUN7

T"-0ITY 29  

TIPO   CANTIDAD 

ARO NOTIF. *N/V/U.P PRINCIPAL DESCUENTC -1.E.3E3 ADEUDADA 
YEAR BILL TP *N/D/L.P UNPAID TAX DISC.OUYT SURCHARGE AMOUNT DUE 

2003 RECO3 01/01/2003  102.46 10.25 0.00 0.00 92.21 

2003 RECO3 01/07/2002 102.47 5.12 D.:0 0.00 97.35 

GRAND TOTAL 204.93 15.37 C.00 0.00 189.56 

LOCALIZACION     

LOCATION  BC 2.:TAS MAYAGUEZ  

CESANI HARDWARE INC 

    

PO BOX 1209 TOTAL ADE:,..A00 CRIM 

MAYAGUEZ PR 00681 TOTAL PUT-:

 189 .F.,6 
 
* N / V / U . P :  N o t i f  /  V e n c im  /  U 1 t  P a g o  
*N/D/L.P: Notif / Due / Last Pymt 

DE IMPRESEON: 02/08/2002 
PRINTED DATE: OD/MM/YYYY  

E
STADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE -01 q !  TO 
RICO CENTRO DE RECAUDACION DE INGRES:'i!, 
MUNICIPALES ESTADO DE CUENTA/STATEMENT
 ' 
ACCOUNT 

# CATASTRO # CUENTA FECHA DE INTERESES/DESCUENTO 

PIN # 207-000-003-13-000 ACCOUNT# 01308E6- INT/DISC DATE 02/08/2002 

# PRESTAMO HIP MUNIC.1: PIO 

LOAN# MTG i-4‘ ,LITY 29 

TIPO 
ARO NOTIF.
YEAR BILL TP

*N/V/U.P 
*N/D/L.P 

PRINCIPAL 
UNPAID TAX 

DESCUENTO 
DISCOUNT 
- - - - - - - -  

__:tESES 
--

C-7
7
"REST 

RECARGOS 
SURCHARGE 
- - - - - - - - -  

CANTIDAD 
ADEUDADA 
AMOUNT DUE 

2003 RECO3 01/01/2003 122.21 12.22 0.00 0.00 109.99 
2003 RECO3 01/07/2002 122.22 6.11 3.:0 0.00 116.11 
2002 RECO2 01/01/2002 122.21  4.11 12.22 138.t4 
2002 RECO2 01/07/2001 122.22 0.00 10.27 12.22 144 71 
2001 RECO1 01/01/2001 122.21 0.00 :6.33 12.22 150.76 
2001 RECO1 01/07/2000 122.22 0.00 22 50 12.22 156.94 

GRAND TOTAL  733.29 18.33 53.21 48.88 817.05 

LOCALIZACION       

LOCATION 740 5t, .7•7:TAS MAYAGUEZ 



 

 

CESANI HARDWARE INC 

PO BOX 310 TOTAL A0717.;:_ADO AL CRIM 

MAYAGUEZ PR 00681-0310 TOTAL CRIM
 817.05 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* p r i v / p _ p ,  N o t i f  /  v e n c im  /  U l t  P a g o  
. .m/D/L_P: motif / Due / Last Pymt r- Dr IMPREStQN: 02/08/2002 

PRINTED DATE: DD/MM/YYYY 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


