
 

 

 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO FERTILIZER REGULATION NUMBER 6597 

 

Legal Authority 

 
 The Enabling Act of the Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture, Act Number 60 of April 

25, 1960, as amended, authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to adopt such rules and regulations 

that may be necessary to perform the duties imposed by said statute, The duties of the Secretary of 

Agriculture include, among others: the promotion of agricultural development; the regulation of 

agricultural exports and imports; and the prevention of plant, insect and animal related plagues and 

diseases from entering into Puerto Rico. 

 
 The Fertilizer Act of Puerto Rico, Act Number 19 of May 8, 1973, as amended, authorizes 

the Secretary of Agriculture to promulgate, with the advice of the Fertilizer Board, regulations for 

commercial fertilizers and soil amendments, and their inspection, analysis, manufacture, import 

and distribution, as may be necessary to implement the provisions of the law. 

 

 Pursuant to the authority vested on the Secretary of Agriculture by Act Number 60 of April 

25, 1960, Act Number 19 of May 8, 1973 and Act Number 170 of August 12, 1988, each as 

amended, on February 18, 2003 the Secretary promulgated Regulation Number 6597, titled 

“Regulation to Govern the Manufacture and Distribution of Commercial Fertilizer, Organic 

Fertilizer, Specialized Fertilizer, Raw Materials for Fertilizer and Soil Amendments in the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico  and the Repeal Regulation Number 6460, Approved on May 21, 

2002”. 

 

Regulatory Purposes 

 

 Regulation Number 6597, in its Article I (Exposition of Motives) states that it is the 

Government’s responsibility to implement the necessary measures to protect the citizen’s health 

and safety.  As such, a Public Policy has been adopted to assure that fertilizers marketed in Puerto 

Rico are of adequate quality and comply with the established standards.   

 

 Part of this Public Policy is to prevent marketing in Puerto Rico of fertilizers that might 

pose a risk to the health of Puerto Rican people.  Thus, it is the Department of agriculture’s 

responsibility to prevent the introduction of pests and dangerous diseases with have not been 

reported nor have occurred in Puerto Rico. 

 

 To achieve such purposes, Regulation Number 6597 requires the submittal of certain 

certificates issued by the appropriate authorities, as required by the Secretary, prior to the 

importation of fertilizers from countries suffering diseases no reported in Puerto Rico.  Since the 

purpose of the Regulation is to avoid introducing plagues and diseases that are not present in 

Puerto Rico, it only requires certain certificates for fertilizer imported from places suffering pests 

and diseases that have not been reported in Puerto Rico. 
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Simply put, if the fertilizer is produced in a place where there does not exist any plague or 

disease that is no present in Puerto Rico (as per Administrative Order No. 2002-019 issued by the 

Secretary on May 10, 2002), the exporter/producer may introduce the same in Puerto Rico without 

having to comply with Article IV.B.7 of the Regulation.  In other words, the Regulation does not 

prohibit the introduction of fertilizers from any jurisdiction which does not possess the plagues 

specified in Administrative Order Number 2002-019. 

 

 

 Moreover, the Regulation does not contain a blank prohibition to fertilizers produced in a 

jurisdiction where there exists any of the plagues set forth in the Administrative Order.  In order to 

assure the health and safety of Puerto Rico and its agricultural sector, an exporter in such case 

would be required to submit additional documentation.  Please see the following paragraph as to a 

detailed explanation of how the Regulation works and is applied. 

 

Specific Regulatory Provisions 

 

 Section IV of Regulation Number 6597 provides the procedure for establishing the grades 

and formulations of all commercial, specialized and/or organic fertilizers allowed to be 

manufactured, imported and/or sold for use in Puerto Rico.  Section IV.A. of the Regulation 

provides that no commercial fertilizer, soil amendment, specialized fertilizer or organic fertilizer 

can be imported, manufactured or distributed for use in Puerto Rico, unless its grade and 

formulation has been approved by the Fertilizer Board and previously approved by the Secretary 

for each trademark of each product. 

 

 Section IV.B. of Regulation Number6597 provides the specific procedure and 

requirements for requesting the Secretary’s approval to establish or amend any grade or 

formulation.  Among the requirements for importing fertilizers, Section IVB(8) requires a 

certification stating that in the country or state that wishes to register and export the product to 

Puerto Rico there does not exist any of the pests and/or diseases described in Administrative Order 

No. 2002-019. 

 

 In the cases of fertilizers that were manufactured in places where pests an/or diseases do 

exist or have occurred,  and which have not been reported in Puerto Rico pursuant to an 

administrative order of quarantine established by the Secretary of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, Section IV.B.7. of the Regulation establishes the documents that must be submitted 

prior to shipment. 

 

 The Regulation does establish an automatic prohibition of importing fertilizers from such 

countries that suffer pests and/or diseases not reported in Puerto Rico; it only requires the submittal 

of such documents that would allow the Government to asses the level of contamination threat and 

reach an informed decision, when necessary to avoid introducing dangerous pests and/or diseases.  

The documents required from those wishing to import fertilizers from places that suffer or have 

suffered pests and/or diseases not reported in Puerto Rico, are reasonably directed to address a 

valid concern for the health and safety of the population. 


