United States Department of the Interior

FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bogqueron Field Office
Camr. 301. KM 5.1, Bo. Corovo
P.O. Box 49]
Boqueron, PR (00622

April 21, 2004

Mr. Edwin Crespo Soler, Coordinator
l.and Use Consultations Subprogram
Puerto Rico Planning Board

PO box 41119

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00940-1119

Re:  2004-55-0106-1PU. Veredas del Lago
Plan Bonito. Guanajibo, Cabo Rojo

Dear Mr. Crespo:

We are responding to your request for coniments on the application for a zoning variance
and siting permit for the above referenced proposed residential project. The project
would consist of a multi-phased (11) residential project to develop 1.340 housing units
within a 305 “cucrdas™(296 acre) farm. The project would include both single-Tamily
homes on various sized lots and condominium units.

The property borders Laguna Joyuda and includcs a large portion of the eastern
{landward) watershed of the Lagoon. Laguna Joyuda is a designaied Nataral Reserve,
and s the best studied coastal Jagoon on the island. 1t is also included in the Critical
Coastal Wildlife Arcas of Pucito Rico (DNER. 1988). The lagoon is surrounded by a
mangrove fringe (more extensive on the western than eastern side, and includes some
herbaceous marsh arcas on the eastern and southern sides. These and this estuarine
lagoon are nourished by a number of streams that enter the tagoon on the eastern side. |
The largest of these watersheds and the southernmost watershed lie within or on the
border of the proposed project (sce enclosed aerial photograph). The lagoon serves as a
nursery area for populations of four species ol penacid shrimps. five (o six species of biue
crabs (Callinectes spp.). and a variety of hait and commercially important finfish. Adult
populations of the shrimps, crabs. and some of the fish migrate from the lagoon 1o the
rich coastal shelf arca known as the Cabo Rojo platforns. This coastal shelf area is one of
the most extensive on the island. and contains a variety of habitats including large
scagrass meadows and coral reefs. The lagoon is also krown to seasonally have periads
~of luminescence due to various organisms living in the lagoon. "The center of the project



area (excluded area) cutrently contains a few homes, but the majority ol the property is in
pasiure.

The proposed site is located within the range of the federally listed endangered brown
pelican (Pelecanus o. occidentalis) and the federally listed threatened trec, cobana negra
(Stahlia monosperma) Pelicans are knawn to roost in mangroves and {eed within the
lagoon, and sightings of the threatened plant have been documented around the
mangroves associated to the lagoon. Intensive plant surveys should be conducted by
experienced and qualified personne! as part of (he environmental evaluation for this
project. If federal permits or funds arc nceded for the project. a section 7 consultation
should be initiated.

Information provided indicates that this project was previously submitied as 2002-55-
0599-1PU. and was denied for being inconsistent with the Cabo Rojo territorial plan. The
applicant has included information indicating that the current mayor of Cabo Rojo
intends to amend that plan to make the zoning consistent with this proposed project. The
applicant states that parts of the land next to the lagoon are designaled as DS and the rest
of the farm is A-1. The applicant claims that altowing this project will promote orderly
development and liberate a large natural area to ensure conservation. The area next to the
lagoon would be “conserved™, although the layout plan calls for a dock (possibly based
on remnants of an old dock in the area). a clubhouse. tennis courts, and other facilities.
The streams within the property, while apparently remaining in their original course,
would be surrounded by high-density development, and a significant part of the castern
watershed of the lagoon lying within this property would experience hard-surfacing.
increasing runoff to the lagoon and reducing groundwater infiltration. The potertial for
severe construction impacts from erosion and sedimentation to the lagoon would be very
high. The lagoon has recently been impacted from projccts being developed on the cast
side of PR-100 through the intermittent drainages leading to the lagoon {particularly (o
the stream on the southern edge of the currently proposed project). The western border of
the lagoon has been subject to encroachment [rom filling mangroves over the vears. and
recently two condominium projects were proposed within the wetlands adjacent to the
“lagunita™ a small cove on the northwestern edge of the lagoon.

The project would require the construction ol various stream crossings. at the teast, and
some development near the shoreline. The Corps of Engineers should be contacted on
the possible need for a federal permit for filling wetlands or waters of the U.S.

Given the sensitivity of the area, and poicntial impacts to the Laguna Joyuda Natural
Reserve. we strongly recommend that this project not be approved as proposed. In
particular, we recommend that the zoning for Lhis walershed not be changed from an A-1
classification. In the past several months, we have scen threc other residential project
proposals in the immediate vicinity of the lagoon. Further evaluation of this project
should require an extensive Environmental Impact Statement that would fully address the
project’s impacts to the lagoon. its contributing waiershed. and possible sensitive species
within the project area.
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Thank you for the opportunily to comment on this action. If you have any questions.
please contact Beverly Y oshioka of this office (787-851-7297 ext. 227).

Sincercly yours,

Carlos A. Diaz
Assistant Field Supervisor

bby/mtr

Enclosure

cc:

Mun. Cabo Rojo
DNER, San Juan
EPA, San Juun
COE, San Juan
EQB, San Juan £~



ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTQ RICO

INSTITUTO DE CULTURA PUER TORRIQUENA

PO BOX 9024184
SAN JUAN DE PUERTO RICO 00902-4184

18 de septiembre de 2006
AUTORIZACION

Arq. Fernando Alvarez Tabio
ALVAREZ TABIO & ASSOC.
PO Box 11446

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00922

Estimado arquitecto Alvares;

ESTUDIO ARQUEOLOGICO FASE [A-IB
VEREDAS DEL LAGO, PR-100, KM, 9.0, BO. GUANAJIBO, CABO ROJO

El Programa de Arqueologia y Etnohistoria ha evaluado el Estudio Arqueolégico Fase IA-IB,
realizado por el Arql. Juan Gonzilez Colén, con relacién al proyecto de referencia.

Como resultado de este andlisis hemos determinado que al presente no se ha detectado
evidencia significativa, que sugiera que el desarrollo del proyecto en cuestién pudiera causar
algtm tipo de impacto adverso 2 recursos arqueoldgicos.

Por lo tanto, y en virtud de la delegacién para la evaluacién de Fases | ¥ 1I del Consejo para la
Proteccién del Patrimonio Arqueolégico T'errestre de Puerto Rico, se autoriza se proceda con el
proyecto de 305 cuerdas ubicado en {2 PR-100, km 3.0 del Barrio Guanajibo en el
Municipio de Cabo Rojo.

Arqueologia Terrestre, y no constituye un endoso dej Programa de Zonas ¥ Monumentos
Histé6ricos del I.C.P,

Le notificamos que esta autorizacién es de tipo parcial y que el proponente queda sujeto a las
responsabilidades y obligaciones que impone la Ley 112 del 20 de julio de 1988, segiin
enmendada. Esta establece que, se deberd paralizar todo tipo de actividad de excavacién,
movimiento y remocién de Ia corteza terrestre, y notificar en un plazo de veinticuatro (24)
horas al Consejo, en caso de que, durante el desarrollo del proyecto, se descubra o impacte
algtin depssito, elemento, estructura o vestigio de naturaleza arqueol6gica.

Visite el portal cultural de Puerto Rico en:
WWW.icp.gobiemo.pr
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Se le apercibe que de no cumplir con las disposiciones antes indicadas, podria incurrir en una
violaci6n a la Seccién 13 de la citada ley que establece la imposicién de multas administrativas.

Esta autorizacién tiene una vigencia de un (1) afio.

Esta autorizacién debe estar disponible en las 4reas en que se realizan los proyectos para
revisién de los oficiales que asf lo requieran. De no estar disponible la autorizacién, se
proceders a emitir una Orden de Paralizacién hasta tanto se pueda corroborar la existencia de
ésta. La autorizacién debe estar acompafiada de copia del plano presentado con la Consulta de
Ubicaci6n a la Junta de Planificacido. LaguteriaesifinddOn ae Kegtamentos y Permisos o el
Departamento de Recursos Naturales Y Ambientales deber4 estar acompafiada de tales permisos
© autorizaciones, incluyendo sus planos aprobados en un lugar accesible del proyecto.

Cordialmente,

T %
Pedro A. Alvarado Zayas

Director Interino
Programa de Arqueologfa ¥ Etnohistoria
PAZ/rmd

cft Arql. Juan Gonzélez Colén
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