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The lighthouse at Arecibo is one of series built at the end of the
19th century by the Spanish colonial authorities., Each site, according to its
strategic importance or the amount of trade passing through, was assigned
a specific size and model. These ran from simple and compact to larger scale.
The Arecibo model is rather large since the town wa’active as a trading center
as well as military outpost,

The lighthouse is situated on a promontory east of the town, dominating
the northern coastline of PUerto Rico. The tower is about 3 meters in diameter.

In plan and design it is simple and functional yet has the neo-clessical
proportions and ornament popular at the end of the 19th century. The plan is
rectangular, with an hekagonal tower at the center of the back (facing the
sea) elevation. The main entrance is pronounced by being slightly forward of
the wall plane. The strong vertical and horizontal proportions make this
otherwise utilitarian structure very imposing, and in this case the effect
is accentuated by the dramatic environment: rough coral formations reaching
to the sea below.

Interior walls are of brick and exterior walls are masonry rubble.
The exterior is painted white with pastel trim of light grey. The roof is
of flat tile supported by wood beams. The windows and doors which originally
were wooden and louvered, were then replaced by glass panes. However, at
present all openings are gone except where they have been bricked up. The
interior has been severelly vandalized with scratchings and painted commentary.

The current light consists of modern equipment secure because of a solid
steel door at the. top o7 the tower. The lighthouse has been continuously
vandalized andthe lantern has been a taxrget of sharpshooters for the last years.
The original light was a '3rd order' Fresnel type fixed lens with 5 panels.

Two panels on the land side of the light were prismatic reflectors. The light
is 120 feet above the sea. -

The interior spaces were designed to accommodate the keeper and
his family. There was a kitchen, storage, sleeping quarters and sitting
room,
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The port of Arecibe may be considered the second most important after
San Juan along the northern (Ailantic) coast of Puerto Rico. For this reason
when the Spanish authorities determined to build light houses around the island
at the end of the 19th century, Arecibo was assigned one of the 'larger order'
designs.

Several models were designed from small to rather elaborate in scale
according to the importance of the location. In general the lighthouses are
rectangular in plan with bexagonal towers housing the lantern. The Spanish
colonial military designers produced an unpretentious plan, however, the strong
openings and the delicate neoclassical ornamentation has contributed to rather
unique series of special architecture. The lanterns were the achievement of
the French prism lens makers (in Puerto Rico usually 3rd or 4th order classic
Fresnel type..Lens are classified in six orders). Originally the lens was
rotated around oil lamps by a wight mechanism. In Arecibo the light was
electrified in 1930, and placed in automatic operation in 1964.

These few remaining light houses, such as in Arecibo, are quite
handsome in appearance, yet once out of order or unattinded, they hava been
subject to continuous vandalism. The community of Arecibo plans to restore
their light house as a center for educational/recreational activities.
Although the 'light' belongs to the US Coast Guard, the main structure can
be used for such purposes.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCHIPTION

The lighthouse is located at the top of a cliff at the end of Rte. 655. The
terrain to both sides is coral rock. It is bounded further back by semi circular
beach formations, also on both sides. B ;
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