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The lighthouse which is located on the end of a small 
peninsula forming the Bay of Guanica is now in ruins, although 
enough remains for possible reconstruction. The surrounding grounds 
are also in a state of abandon.

The lighthouse has a rectangular plan with a central octagonal 
tower. The main structure is approximately 36' x24' and 25' high!
The tower rises about 40' excluding the lantern section which is missing. 

A metal railing at the base of the lantern remains. Apparently the lenses 
and lantern were vandalized once the lighthouse was. no longer used.

, ... The construction material for. the interior walls consias of 
brick and for the exterior walls masonry rubble. Interior walls are 12" 
thick, exterior walls are 16". jThe roof of flat faile is supported by 
wood beams. Some of the original window frames and panes are left.

The tower stairway which is of iron remains starting ten feet 
from the ground.

The interior colors were light blue with grey wainscotting. 
The doors were originally yellow, but the latest layer is grass green. 
The exterior finish is of the appearance of whicfi^hewn stone. The 
neo-classicla decorative details are of brick, also finished in white.

Besides a well, there is no evidence around the grounds of 
further associated structures. The lighthouse itself appears to have also 
provided , sh.plt.er, fo^, the. keeper, as one of the rooms, ,ha.s the. remains 
of a stove.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bay of Guanica has been .the.main landing site for the 
earliest 'settlement"o^"Puert:o Rico from the~'sduth. ~ ! Pbnce J "de Leon 
landed in Puerto'Rico in tne south via the Bay of Guahica in'1508. 
A small settlement was started at that time but had to be abandoned 
following a native Indian uprising. New settlement appeared sporadically 
later in the 18th century, but it was . only in the 19th century that 
that part of the coast and specifically Guanica developed.
  
/

The Bay however, is an excellent sheltered access from the 
sea and the Spanish colonial authorises^decided to build a lighthouse 
at the end of the century. The Engineer Jose M. Sanz was so commissioned 
in 1893. A few yearsulater / the Bay of Guanica was to be the major 
landing site for the North American invation of the island during 
the Spanish American war. of 1898,

The lighthouse is one of five caf the island, but the only 
structure not in use.

Its style is one of the simpler models utilized for lighthouses, 
utilizing a vary basic plan, while the exterior reflects the mood often
evident also the the architecture of plantation great houses, with 

doors and windows of strong vertical proportions and restrained ornamenta 
tion suitable for a 'utilitarian 1 building.
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The grounds of the lighthouse are situated on about a half 
acre off the coastal Rte 333 on the peninsula of Cana Gorda.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and-pfeeedwe^jjet forth by the National Park Service.
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