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S Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG!

century .

NAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

century, The upper one is a stucco cast,

Neo romanesque structure builiabout 1874 with latin cross plan, three
naves with arcades, two semicircular chapels at the extremes of the transepft
covered by cupolas. The central nave bears another cupola over the middle
of the transept. The main chapel is similar to the others, bearing a
semicircular apse. The facade is a bizarre mixture composed of a neoclassi-
cal main door cowned by a pediment, a large rose in its middle part, above
the entrance and two square towers at the sides, decorated by moorish and
neo romanesque reliefs. Three statues have been placed in niches around
the large rose: the upper one, of Our Lady, those at the sides, wooden
images of the patron St, Anthony and St. John the Baptist, At least these
two are good examples of rural portorrican sculptures of the eighteenth

The original appearance of the building cannot be described, being
rebuilt twice in the nineteenh century, With all probabllity its plan
followed the typical rectangled structure commonly used in the eighteenth
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chronicles fix the foundation of .this parish church in the year
1736. Its present state dates from the last quarter of the nineteenth
Aéentury. Perhaps the walls of the central nave, with its altars made
out of spanish mortar, are part of the original building called *"muy
regular" (well built) in 1775 by the spanish chronicler Fernando Miyares.

It is a unique monument of the prevelent eclecticism of the
Spanish architects in Puerto Rico in the last quarter of the nineteenth
century, Storms, hurricanes and earthquakes left the structure unharmed
till now. The location of Guayama's parish church expresses perfectly
the typical Spanish urban plan, located just in front of the main plaza.

Other:
Besides the three statues already mentiones there are two mural

painting of Our Lady of Mount Carmel due to portorrican - artist don
Miguel Pou, both placed in the transept. Perhaps there is some silver
but has not been catalogued until now,
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;RMSON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

‘NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lL.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The regommende&r,
level of significance of this nomination is: :
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Director
Title Institute of Puerto Rican Culture
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