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- [l DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States' Post Office and Court House is a two-story,
rectangular structure with one story wings at each side. The building sits
on a pfiviledged site in Mayagliez, slightly raised, claiming different vistas
from town. A concrete and iron fence circles the landscaped area.

In what otherwise a flat facade, a second floor balcony is recessed into
the volume. Iron railings shield the open area of the balcony. Here, columns,
like evry other feature of the facade, are covered in cut stone of different
colors. The entrance is highlighted by mouldings, trimmings and an eagle icon.

" Openings, kept to a minimum, are in the glass and metal, wether doors or windows.
At its top, the structure exhibits high-releif details which include the build-
ing's name and a colored frieze of geometrical patterns. This frieze runs the

- full lenght of the structure. The sloped roof is stopped by red clay tile.

Inside, circulation is handled by two stairs at opposite ends of the
rectangle. Glazed ceramic tile is used as wainscoat; public areas are limited
on the first floor, which is mostly devoted to Post Office work. .Boxes are in
wood and glass.

On the upper f]oor, a hallway facing South and running East-West leads
to different offices, eight of them.



B SIGNIFICANCE
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SPECIFIC DATES 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT | gyis A. Simpson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Post Office'ahd'Couft House of Mayagﬁez‘{é locéfed on'
what was the site of the 01d Spanish Infantry Building, badly damaged in 1918
by an earthquake.

~ The 1935 structure built by the United States' government, being most
disﬁinguished and architecturally significant, emerges as an excellent repre-
sentative of the period.in which it was built. The Post Office symbolizes the
1n{tial efforts of the American government to sponsor, foster and stimulate
construction on the Island. As such, it is among'several edifices used for
institutional purposes (schools, health facilities and such) that would become
references and precedents for subsequent construction in Puerto Rico. ‘
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