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The Centro Ceremonial Indigena at Tibes, Ponce, Puerto Rico, was located during

The survey was conducted
1storia and was sponsored by the Puerto Rico

by the Sociedad Guaynia de Arqueologia e
Institute of Culture.

one time but at the time of discovery it was heavily covered with brush, grass, and
trees. Clearing revealed a number of shell middens, as well as the major features
of the site which were the carefully laid out stone constructions traditionally
referred to as ball courts.

A total of seven ball courts and a quadrangular plaza are distributed throughout
the site. Five of the ball courts are rectangular, consisting of two parallel lines
of flat stones and open at both ends. The remaining two ball courts are U-shaped,
bounded on each side by a walk paved with flat river cobbles and boulders. Another
major feature of the site is a series of triangular stone arrangements surrounding a
flat excavated area. The main feature of the site is the nearly quadrangular enclosure
which has been called a plaza. It is bounded on two sides by a walk paved with flat
stones while the other two sides are defined with flat slabs. Many of the stones
surrounding the plaza bear petroglyphs. It should be noted that the terrain within
the ball courts and plaza has been artificially modified.

Several shell middens are scattered irregularly throughout the site and is some
instances the ball courts intrude into them, indicating that the site was occupied
for an extended period of time with a gradual evolution into a ceremonial center.

A number of test pits have been excavated to establish an absolute and relative
chronology as well as to define the potential for the site. These indicate that the
site was originally occupied by the earliest agricultural immingrants into the
greater Antilles, the Igneri. Radiocarbon dates an®pottery analyses have revealed
a continuous period of occupation between 400 A.D. and 1000 A.D.. The last
inhabitants of the site were presumably the Tainos.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Centro Ceremonial Indigena at Tibes is one of the largest and most significant
sites in the Caribbean islands, and is the largest ceremonial site in Puerto Rico. The
continuous occupation from Ingneri to Taino times, the presence of the large stone
constructions, the presence of shell middens and stratified deposits, all afford an -
opportunity to investigate some of the major substantive and theoretical problems in
Caribbean archeology. Besides lending itself to the traditional problems of culture
history and chronology, the site provides the ideal setting for the study of the
cultural processes responsible for the transition from Ignery to Taino cultural
manifestation. There has been some controversy in the literature as to whether there
was a direct unilinear, in situ, transition from one to the other or whether the two
manifestations actually represent two different groups. The data at this site can
contribute significantly to the resolution of this research problem, as well as to other
basic questions pertaining to the changes in sociopolitical organization which may have
gone along with the changes evidenced in the material culture.

The site also lends itself to the study of problems relating to extra-Antillean
influences on the Caribbean. The evidence from the site indicates that possible
influences from Meso-America, e.g. the ball game, are in evidence in Puerto Rico as
early as 700 A.D.

The presence of shell middens and refuse heaps at the site will afford an
opportunity to study subsistence patterns as well as possibly some information on the
paleoenvironment.

The burials and associated grave goods will provide an insight into social,
religious, ceremonial/symbolic systems of these occupants, as well as provide information
on prehistoric demographic patterns, nutrition, dgsease and other prehistoric population
characteristics.
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