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.H-200 EL MORRO (Castlllo de San Fellpe del Morro)?

—Approx1mate acreages 7 Geographlcal Coordlnates:
LAT 66 07 29

to San Juan Bay. The fort covers apbrox1mately 7 acres and 181:
built in 8 tiers (levels). The lowest tier is 16 é I
mien water level; the top is 140 feet. above,

4.‘,4‘-1

£
On the land51de, El Morro is protected by a dry moat tha% s
stretches between the north coast of San Juan Island across:
the tip ito_steep cliffs on the bay side, The fortress roughl'n%
is triangular in plan with projecting hornworks on the‘landwardf
side, A sallyport is the only means of egress to the fort -and |

by a masonry bridge across the dry moat

The level of the sall} port is the parade, -or "Plaza de-AfﬁES;
a long, fairly narrow court which is flanked on both sides:.by:
casemates, The northside of the: plaza is separated from
Carmen Bastion by an arched passage way. Immediately opposite
the sally port entrance: is -the main gun ramp, flanked b -

leadlng to Santa Barbara and lower levels. .

Ca the level above the Plaza de Armas and partlally suppégte
on the casemates, two large bastions--Austria and Ochoa--face';
landward and a third battery faces northwest and the sea.gzifi:
These are reached by ramps from the Carmen Bastlon and - thed#
south end of the plaza, : T
Santa Barbara Bastion, 48 feet below the level of the Plazéy
Taces the Atlantic Ccean and the Bay of San Juan, The seaside;_
and bayside batteries are divided by a courtyard at a lowe %k
level, reached by steps near ¢he foot of the main ramp. Ll

A series of casemates open on the northside of the courtyar@“iz_-
These casemates support Santa Barbara Bastion and were 1ntepdgd‘.
for armaments, The open vaulted “casemates" on the souths;de@ 55
support the main ramp and were used for kitchen, forge and.%:
other service facilities for the garrison, From the casemate
on the northwestern side of the courtyard, a vaulted tunnel:

leads to the remains of the 16th century tower that is the:¥}
kernel of El Morro,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Juan fortlflcatlons consist of the major fortresses
of E1 Morro and San Cristdbal with their outworks, the city
walls, and the satellite forts of El Cafiuelo and San Jerdnimg
and other structures representing first, second, and third
lines of defense., As one of the major Carlbbean fortifica-
tions lof the Spanish Empire, the San Juan defenses contribu-
ted to the protectlon of Spanish 1mper1al 1nterests ln the
New World.

: )’
H

Bezun in the sixteenth century (1539), the defense works

had been expanded and added to in four centuries to the
period of World War II,  In its existing form, the fortifi-
cations generally retain the character and appearance of the
no3t advanced 18th century defense techniques that were
applied to a difficult.and unusual site, Within the frame-
work of the eighteenth century, the defense units still
exhibit traces of eanlier origin.and military features of
the 19th and 20th centurles.

“xnosed to mllltary action and development in every century
of its existence, -the San Juan defenses are associated with
historic figures such as Sir Francis Drake, Earl of Cumber-
land, General Bowdoin Henrick, Juan-Bautista Antonelli,
_~1eld Marshall Ale jandro O' Rellly, Thomas 0O Daly, Sir Ralph
Abercromby, and many others.

San Juan National Hlstorlc Site includes Castillo de San
relipe del Morro, EL1 Canuelo, the North Wall, most of the
South Nall, and San Cristobal and its outworks formed by
Santa Teresa and La Princesa, E1 Abanico, the Great Moat
and La Trinidad and San Carlos Ravelins, '
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Historic Structures Reports and mlscellaneous area studies,
1952-1965; Historical Studies Managment Plan, 1972; maps .
and plans archives, San Juan NdS collectlon.
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is the lowest level of armament in the fortress,

A number of sentry boxes and listening posts (loopholes) are
located on Santa Barbara and Carmen Bastions and the top level,

Begun in the 16th century (1539), E1 Morro has been expanded,
repaired and renewed many times, The last extensive remodeling
was done during the 1780s, Since then a number of changes and
additions have been made during the early and mid-nineteenth
century, prior Yo the Spanish~American War, and during World
Wars I & II,

The fort is constructed essentially with walls of San Juan
sandstone, with vaulting and piers in brick, and sand and
earth-fill between wall shelves, Late 19th century and World Wars
I & II additions are concrete. All exposed surfaces inside
and out originally were plaster,

The top tier supports a brick lighthouse from early 20th
century; with the remains of a mid-19th century structure .
incorporated.

H-201 NORTH WALL

Acreage: 5 Geograpiical Coordinatess LAT LON
Vlest point
66 07 24 18 28 26
East 66 06 45 18 28 15

F;rst Order of Sienificance PRESERVATION

The North Wall is more than 3700 yards of the city walls,
varying in width from 24-50 feet and in height between 15-30
feet., The walls are constructed in sandstone blocks and
generally were bplastered,

The six bastions--San Antonio, Santa Rosa, Santo Domingo,
Las Animas, San Tomas and San Sebastion--are connected with
gﬁgtain walls Each bastion contains embrasures, firing steps

a sentry box,
Two former city gates penetrate the wall, One is Santa Rosa
Cate in the curtain wall between Santa Rosa and Santo Domingo,
The other, farther to the east, penetrates the wall in San Tomap,

GPO 9231.724
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The appearance of the wall, except fhe deterlorated finlshes
end some intrusion by the growth of La Perla, 1is nearly the
same as the original one.

H-202 CASTILLO SAN CRISTOBAL

Approximate acreage: 4 ' 7
Geographical coordinates: LAT 66 06 42 ON 18 28 14

PRESERVATION. AND RESTORATION

San Cristobal is the imner line of defenae of the large 18th
century fortifications that guarded the landside of San Juan.
It was connected to El1 Morro by clty walls, north and south.

The fort is approached from the street by a ramp that leads to
‘a central courtyard. A triangular plaza 1s bordered by barracks)
casemates and officers quarters. The offenslve part of the fort
1g directly north to northeast and southeast. The casemates on
the northside of the plaza contained the enclosed gun positlons
-and also supported a gun deck faclng the Atlantlc Ocean.
Tunnels from the eastside of the plaza lead to the Great Moat
that separates San Cristobal from its outworks. Tunnel ramps
lead to the maln batteries on El Plano Bastion and E1l Gaballero
at levels higher than the plaza.

A gate from the south end of the plaza provides access to a
gemi-bastion and at one time was egress to the South Walls,
razed in 19th century. :

San Cristobal is bullt around the remalns of a 17th century
citadel. It contains additions of the mld-19th century on
the plaza level, late 19th century gun emplacements on the
northside of El Plano, as well as World War II observatlon postg
on both El1 Plano and El1 Caballero.

El Caballero rises over 100 feet above the shoreline and provides
a panoramic view of the ocean, city and bay. 4 signal mast and
gmall structure occupled by the Port Authority provide communi-
cation link between incoming ships and the harbor master,

The architectural character of San Cristobal still 1s dominated
by the 18th century construction period. It contains many fine
features, particularly the gates and the quarters bulldings,

Generally the walls are constructed from cut snadstone blocks
with brick used in vaulting, lining and edging of parapet walls.
Most surfaces are plastered. The floors have brick terrazzo

GPO 921.724
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pavement tile as well as modern concrete finighes.

San Cristobal 1s extremely impressive and one of the great
fortifications of the Western Hemlsphere.

H-203 SAN CARLO3, LA TRINIDAD and GREAT MOAT

Approximate acreagez 4 .
Geographical coordinatess LAT 66 06 40 LON 18 28 12

First Order of Significance PRESERVATION & RESTORATION

The moat to the east of San Cristobal separates the main fort

from its outworks., Within the moat are San Carlos Ravellin and
..La Trinidad Bastion. The moat is formed by the scarp wall of

San Cristobal which rises 30~60 feet above the present grade of

the moat. To the east it 18 formed by the retaining walls of

the outworks that rise on an average of 20 feet from the
present grade of the moat.

San Carlos Ravelin is a triangular (demi-lune) structure,
directed northeast to south. It was accessable from San
Cristobal by a covered way across the moat and tunnel to the
plaza. It has two levels with casemates on the lower level
supporting the upper gun decks.

The former access to San Cristobal from San Carlos has been
blocked by a World War II bomb-proof command post, which
ccecuples full width of the Great Moat at 1ts approximate center.

Le Trinidad is a filve-sided structure. Located to the south
of 8an Carlos, 1t was buillt in three levels to accomodate the
sloping terrain. Steps from the moat level provide access to
the upper gun decks, which face east and southeast. Casemates
exist at the lower and ilntermediate levels.

H~204 SANTA TERESA & LA PRINCESA ~

Approximate acreage: 16
Geographical coordinatess LAT 66 06 37 LON 18 28 16

66 06 26 18 28 18
66 06 38 18 28 11
66 06 29 18 28 19

First Order of Significance PRESERVATION & PARTIAL
RESTORATION RECOMMENDED

The outworks of San Cristobsl east of the great moat covsrs

GPO 921.724
J . —
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terrain that gently slopes down from an elevation of 100 at the west emd
to 60' towards the sast. Ths outworks include a redoubt at the nortiwest
cornsy of the area and three fringing bastions: Santa Tsresa facing north;
La Princssa at the northsast tip of the outworks, facing north to ezst; and
. El Abanico facing northeast to souths These units wers built in the last
decades of ths eiphteenth century as outlined in plans of the 1760-70s.

The outuorks towards the cast had & glacis fronting: ths area betwsen the
bastion ard the great moat contained a szries of treatwalls, covered ways,
re-antry placss of arms, mining tunnels, etc., Contruestion during the last
decade of the 19th century and cduring World War II considerably altered btoth
Santa Teresas znd La Princesa Hastions and obliterated the original features
of the area between the bastions and the great moat. Towards the east,
erdsion has deformad ths glecis. . .

At present, the area is defined by tha Croat North Wall that rises 70-100
fost straight up fiom the Atlantic shoroline, the walls of la Princesa
Bastion, the moats of La Princesa and El Abenico Bestions. Between El Abanice
and the Grsat Most, tho area is @efined by a wall ranging in height from

10 to 20 feet. These walls and moats are part of ths originel construstion.
The area is accessible by the sally port and bridge bstueen La Princesa ard
El Abanico Bastions and by a gate in the aouth wall (west of El Abanico)

and steps dn The esvntar acarp wsll af tha Craaz® East.

A ¥ 7

Sants Teresa Bastion has retained fraguents of ths 18th century treatwalls;
however, its original design is obscurked partially bty two gun positions
and an earth-covered field magagine, constructed in the 1890s, :

La Princosa Bastion has retained its originel casemates and mwagazines,
constructed at a lowsr lovel to the bastion. This unil has been overlaid
by an earthecovered bunker and & concrete base of a World War? II anti-
sircraft emplacement, BRSO : 'S

The srea east and south of the two bLastiionc was levelled after World War.II;
ten detached single-story officer?s quarters were constructed, facing a -
ocentral mall, on the site. Tuwo gingle.story service buildings are located
east and weat of the housing, A 19th century tlures-room, one-story guarde
house in poor ¢ondition is located Just inside ths smally port and nortih of

. E1 Abanico. %Tusra are structursl failures and fooling problems caused Yy
eroslon and poor drainage. L

205 EL ABANICO

*

EROR

Approximate acrsags includsd i,n'_ibovo unit, San Cristébal lOutvorks. oo 800 .

-. S
bnd Geographical coordinates s 4T 66 0637  LON 18 28 2 -
T ~First Crder of Sipnificance  PRESERVATION Co 5"'\/ EF,T ,

. ) | py
El Lbenico 48 & prineipsl unit of the San Cristobal Cudworks. It is an
equilatoral triansular basticn, ghapsd like a fonseMance 4tc nare,

GPO 921-724
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Located at the extreme southwest cornasr of the outworks, El Banico 's
gundecks face northsast to south. Surrounded by moats, the 1little fort is
approached from the southwest by a bridge that provided access to the lower
level of the bastion. Two masonry ramps lsad from the lower level to the
gundecks along the two outer faces of the bastion, To the north and east,
the gundecks are supported on casemates which served as magazine and slorage
areas, The salient angle is separated by a moat from the rest of the
bastion. It contains a single gun position and is reached by a narrow
bridge from the main section of the bastion. Behind ths moat at this point
(west), three gun emplacements are directed northeast and southeast to fire
above the position in the salient angle, From the access bridge at the
southwest corner of the bastion, steps lead to the moat. A second set of
steps in the counter scarp wall provides access to a covered way behind the
glacis wall along the southeast and partially along the northeast face and
moat., DBreatwalls and firing steps cross the covered way at two points to

- the south and at one point to the north. Bshind the brearwall to the north,
the extension of the moat to La Princesa opens intsé the Abanico moat,

El Abanico was constructed about 1800 and was the last element of ths
original design of the San Cristobal Outworks to be completed., It is
constructed in cut sandstone blocks with lining and vaulting of bricke.  All
masonry walls inside and out are plastered. In most areas, sufficient amount]
of the original finishes have bean preserved to show the simulated quoins at
coerner walls, piping of breatwalls and embrasures in integral colored plaster
The finishes are marred by graffiti, some dating back to the mid-18th

. century. Traces of a chevel de frise can bes observed on scarp walls. The
finishes and layout of the bastion is elaborate and decorative, and voluted
finials at head of the ramps add to this character,

The bastion with moat and covered way is approximately one acre. From east
to west, glacis wall to the east moat's counter scarp, it measures 240 feet;
from north to south, the dimsnsion is 270 fest. The hsight of the scarp wall
1s approximately 20 feet.

Erosion within the moat of El Abanico and to the glacis fronting has caused
exposure of the footings of scarp and parapet walls. Thare are saveral
instances of structural dsterioration, Pavements with the bastion have been
affected by vegetation and in many instances do not shed water adequately,
The casemates will require repair, as will the steps and bridges.

H- 206 SOUTH WALL # 1 ( East from El Morro to, but not including,
San Juan Gate)
Acreage: 2,5 First Order of Sigmificancs PRESERVATION

South Wall #1 includes the fragmsntary breastwalls above the stesp sandstone
cliffs just south and east of El Morro, Santa Elena Bastion, San Agustin
Bastion, the curtain wall between the two bastions and the wall between,
-San Agustin and San Juan Gate, Not included in this wnit is approximately
500 fest of fragmentary breastwalls just south of El1 Morro.

GPO 921.724
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South ¥all £1 is 2550 running fest of retaining wall, varying in height from |
20 to 50 feot and supporting pundscks, perapet walls and embrasures. Detwean
Senta Elena and San dgustin Dastlons and east of San Agustin;- the wall rises
streipght out of the shoreline on the Bay to its full bheighte Although
partially part of an earlier origin, their present shaps dates to the 18th
century. Repairs to ths wall have been wads in fowr locations during ths
20th century; the curtain wall between the two bastions was reconstructed
4in the 19305, The walls are exposed to s3a ection and erosion from drainage.
Several areas show signs of deterioration. This suotion of the oity wall
has a history of failure and requires considerable stabllization of its
foundations to insure its preservation.

Ha20 SOUTH WALL ¢ 2 ~§San Juan Gate to Las Palmas Bastion 1na1u:1/.3-)
(AR .
Acreage: 1,5 acrsa  Tirst Oxf'doryof‘ Siomificance PRESERVATION s 9%5‘2 }e

South Wall ¢2 includes the San Juan Gats, the Santa Catalina Bastion, lLa
Princesa wall and La Palmas Dastion (to San Justo Bastion). Only the San
Juan Gats, part of the La Princesa wall and Lss Pslmss Bastion are units
of San Juan Kational Historic Site. This seoction is approximatley 800 runming
faat nf eandatora snd heiek vatsining wvall, varying in haipht from 20 to 60
fwote 36 0ler seoiicus of this welil (3500 sumning fset) ic aduinistersd

by the Commonwealth of Pusrto Rico axd City of San Juan.

Southwall §2 stands back from the shore and 18 not as exposed to erosion as
the walls of EL Horro and Scuth Wall fi1. It is affocted, howsver, by drainage
problexs and the dateriorating effects of vegetation, particularly in area
of San Juan Gate where tho-wall 4is built across a natural gut.

In part, the wall dates to the earliest construction period of the San Juan | -
fortificationse San Juan Gate is the old water gate of ths city but has been
added to considerably and in its present form represents ths 18th century.
Geographical Coordinatess LATITUIE 1LONGITUDS

 SOUTH WALL ¢ & l(ﬂut)

65 07 30 18 28 22
(East) 66 07 12 18 28 06
SOUTE WALL & 2 {West) 66 07 12 18 28 05
. . (East) 66 OQ56 18 23 Q1 .
V' | E-203 QUARTERS BUILDING £ 1 Norpagaray 16.090%
.. _'/ | \Acraages 1/20 of acre Geographical Coordinates: LAT 65 06 Lk
WY ¢ #2002D ORDER OF SIGRIFICAKCE L0318 28 13
ADWETIVE RLSLGRATION | L
A nodect exenvls of pld-l9th century civil residentiad architeoture.

Originally, a vnc=-story yublle wmssonry structurs, 20% wide Ly 67 cesp, with

Gro 921.724
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& charactsristio shallow “U* shapod plan for San Jusns The front scotion of
_the building is the full width of the lot and tuo rowms coop,. It is joined -

to the rear section, also full width but only one~room deep, with an opsn

patio along the north side of ths lote Ths patlio now is somewhat diminishad

by a wmodern concrets staircase and balcony, which provides access to a small,
‘| modern ponthouse sbove the rear section of the structure.

The strest elevation and the interiocr of the front section have charaotere
4stio Hoorish revival details, somswhat brutsliced by wunsympathetds repalrs
and insppropriate replacenent of original sash. Coilings are original, but

floors and other finishes are of later dats. The building is sound struoture
ally, but finishes and utilities will require rsplacement.

Recormanded treatment is the restoration of exterior and patio, with adjuste
ment of interiors for use as residence.. In plan and general doveloment,

the bwilding is typical of the minor San Juan residentisl structures, with
tnusuzl architectural treataent of ‘the elevation towards the street, Its
historical association with tha San Juan fo:;tiﬁca‘d.am is not licited to its
Yocation betwesn the main ramp of San Cristobsl and the Artillery Pavilions;
but also ssrved as an off-bass residence for the commanding officer.. N

E:209 through E=211 Calle de Norgagaray QUARTERS ELDGS f 2, 3, ¥ fg.e00%%

ADAPTIVE RESTORATION  Geograrhical Coordinatest IAT 7 TG
| . | e . 660643 182812
Quarters Buildings #£2,3,and & are located immediately wost and below Fort

San Cristébal. They are 19th century additiens to the military reservation
and wers construsted to implemont tho services of the fort. :

Quarters ## (H-211) wax formerly the blacksmith shope A oneestory rubble
and brick masonry building, it is now a park rssidence. It is altered
extensively with late 19th and 20th centuwry sdditions. The original
strusture (47 by 40') contained two enclosed rooms and an open coversd
proch (40' by 22%) cn the esst sids. Although the open porch has been
enclosed and dividsd by intorior pertions and zdditions made to.ths struoe
ture on the esst and south, the original section still is apparent the :
largs cimensions of its wa]);I’.. é’piezfa,'q.ndarch“. : \_%J»WM

§' v ) .
This ullding 33 of the £ \ oxd 1) oA £4 cange, Acm{gz: o2

Quirters Building $3 (B=210), forzerly an artillery pavilicn, presenily is
unoccuplede A oneestory, "L¥-shaped bidck anmd rubble masomry structure, its
oripinal section was built in the 1850s along the. north side of the plot
and poasured G7'6" x 25%", with the narrcw alde facing on Calle de
Borzagaraye 4 late 19th centwy addition, along the east side of <he plot
avay {roa the street, measurad 47°6° x 23'6", In the 1930s additions were
nede to both sections, and the inteylors were remodsled. j
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Quartsrs Building §2 (8-209), promﬂy unocsupied, was originally an
artillery pavilions. & large 2.story trick and rubhle masonry structure,
rectangular in shaps with a 47 foot frontage on Calle de Norzagaray and -
slightly less than 100 feot dnp. It 15 separated fram Quarters ij to tbo /

. south by an 8-foot opsn passage, . :

BwerVTov Bm\.&mg’» A2 R
Ths -the -two-buiidingscin their origiml form wore treated as ons stmtm-o.
with a continvous parapst wsll and cornice on tho facads towards the street
and the entrance to the cpen passape botween them developod as a doorway,.
This treatment was alterad aftopr 1850 when additions were made to Quartors
#3. In the 1930s, a second st.ory was sdded to Quarters §2, and the interior
was remodelled to provids smn a.pzu"ancnts for nmarried non-ocumissioned
officers, R 1

Adsptive restoration is rccommonded to the original olcvation toward the
street with the removal of the second story and the remodelling of the
I%oor intorior for use as pe.rk headquarters.
Wl

Second Order of Siemificanca,  Acreags: 0,18 [(nﬁ ',:5
E212 L CANUELO

I At

First Order of Sienificsnce w;{b% RRESERVATIOR  £57 (4

Geographical Coordinates: IAT 66 05—31 oM 18 28,65_ Acroago: 3.5

Bl Canuslo origimlly was a smll ‘masonry fort surrounded by water; however
no 4t 43 located on Cabiras Island, which was & series of winor islets in
the harbor entrance coimected by landfill, with 1‘ usswey access to
the main 41sland of Puerto Rico. Constructed in gradstone and trick with
plaster finiches inside, EL Canw:lo's walls rise to hoight of 20 feat atuva
shoreline,

Access to the fort originally was thz-ough the east faco at thc 1modiate
level between ground ths gun platform. At the scme level are vaulted
casenates which were intsndsd for storage and mapazines. Originally, the
fort had a supsrestructure whish extended along the east, north and west
sides of tho gun platforme A sontry Lox 1s located on the novtheast comner
on the gunplatformi the cistsrn was in the middle of the struct\n-e. latrinc
and kitchen wers in the southwest orner, ’

Footings of the southeast corner oi‘ the fort failed, causing a pertisl
collapse of the scarp wall; and through the washing out of £111 behind it,

tho collapso of a section of the gun platforn. Foortings have been atabalizq~

and the caiszon wall has bozn budlt aleng ths oust and south footings. Exce;
for the slimination of the suporestructiras, the present appzarence of tho
fort essantially is tho sume &s tga original structure,
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE | 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEQLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH' BEFORE THEME NO.
Puerto Rico | Thews 1V
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX, ACREAGE
La Fortaleoza 1.6 scres

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, aketch on Supplementary Sheet)

. Bouthvest side of Ban Juan Island, betwesn Calle Recinto Oeste and Sam Jusn Bay

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also adminisirator if different from owner)

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; Insular Department of Interior

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly w hat makes site imporiant and what remains are extant)

Ls Vortaless (The Fortress) vas San Juan's first true fortificstion. Hepested
raids by Frenck and English free~booters and Caridb Indians led to its comstruction -

batween 1833 and 1640.

Within £ifteen yeays Kl Morro was built on the more strategic

beadland guarding the entrsnce to the bay, and La Yortalesa was relegated to a posi-
tion of secondayy importance in the defenses of San Juan.

Ls ¥ortalesa remained an integral, though secondary, part of San Juan's de-
. fensive system. When the Earl of m‘nw led the successtful English attack on the
city in 1588, he desmoribed it as "e strong csstle, built of stone, msQuare, and com- as
monly called the King's Palace, ... and vhore we found a grest stock of amsmition,”
A Dutch expedition led by General Bowdoin Hendrick captured Ls Fortaless im 1638,
El Morro held fast sgainst the attacking Dutch, and the retreating army bursned La

Mumnmﬂthmmtdmm

With its recoastruction sarly in the

stoenth century, La Fortsless Wm to be used as the residence of the island's

mors.

In 1930, the building was rencvated under the direction of the United States
Ammy. An inspection report submitted by Assistant Architect Stuart M. Barnettie
. Andicates that structural and functionsl consideratiocns often outweighad the dosira-
bility of preserving the important historicsl festures of the structure.

33 Diego Angulo Iniguss, Bsutists Antomelli

las fortificacionas amsricanas en ol

siglo XVI (Msdrid, 1942), 30; quoted in Ricardo ¥. Reyes,
of San Jusu in the autmth Century,” Ms. report, Natioasl Park um«,
August 22, 1986,

Harbor Dufenses

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (@ive best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

‘Adolfo de Hostos, Ciudad Mursds (San Jusan, 1948); E. A. Hoyt, A
Dofonses of San Jusn (m Juan, 1944); Inigo Abbad y Lasierrs

1a de gan

Civil y Nat
- the ¥est Muu,

4es- (London, 1943).

' ?oﬁ? of the Btrbor

(1782); A. P. Wewton, The Buropesn tm m

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (\Imtwn best reports and studies, as, NPS study, YIABS, etc.)

Ricaxdo 1‘. Reyes,

Defenses of San Jusn in the Sixteenth Century," Ms.
ch yaport, 139 pp., illus., sppendices, San Juan KHS, August 22, 1985. (Copy
st :Rogional files.)

)~ BAOTOGRAPHS *
ATTACHED:  ves[] w~o[J

11. CONDITION
Bxcellont

12. PRESENT USE (Mugeum, farm, eic.)

Governor's Residence

13. DATE OF VISIT
{not visited)

1:1.' NAME OF RECORDER (Signature)

15. TITLE

Horsce J. Sheely, Jr. Historian

-

16, DATE

11/186/63

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10%% SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE I{N PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES,

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

Ue S, GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1
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. .:,ql. 2, Theme (s), If archeological site, write '*Arch'’ before theme No.
‘uerte Rice There I
3. Name (s)\of site 4. Approx. acreoge
la Fortalema 1.6 acres

5. Exact location (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, skofch on Supplementary Sheet) X
S8couthwest side of San Juan Ieland, tetween Calle Rewinte CJeste and Yan Juan Bay
6. Name and address of present owner (Also administrator if different from owner)

Commonweslth of Puerto illonj Insular Departaent of Interier

7. Importance and description (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

La Fortaleza (The Fortress), first true fortification of San Juan, was built
betwasn 1533 and 1540 as a defense againet continuing ralide by French and Snglish free-
booters and Carib Indians, Uecause of its comperatively poor lecation, however, La

‘Fortalera soon csme to ocoupy & secondary importance in the defenses of San Juan,

¥ithin 15 years, @ more strateglcally located fortification, &L Horro, had been

. bullt on the headland guarding the entrance to the bay. Ls Fortaless remained an

integral part of the San Juan defensive system, and whon the Earl of Cumberland led

the euocessful ¥nglish atback on the oity in 1598, he desoribed it s "a strong castle,
built of stone, mguare, and cowmonly ocalled thrﬁ!’.r-nﬁ:'s Palage,...and where we found a
great stock of swsumitions®, In 1425, Ls Fortaleza wae captured by the Dutoh expedi-
tion led by Gen. Bowdoin Hendrdck; whes Kl Horro held out against the Duteh attack,
La Fortaleta was burned along with the rust of ‘an Jusn by the retresting enemy,
Since its reconstrustion early in the seventeenth century, La Portalesa has been
ured a8 the residence of the iasular governors. ‘ \
In 1939, the building wes renovated under the auspices of the U, %, Army. It
sarent from an ingspection report subaitted by Assistard Architect Stusrt o,

. varnette thab the Army pedd libtle sttentlon to the desivability of proserving the

- hdolfo de Hostos, Cludad Mureds (San Juan, 1948)) E. A. Hoyt, 4 Hisve

fmportant historical features of the structure st that time,

8. Bibliographical references (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Defenses of San Juan (fan Juwn, 1944)3 Inigo Abbad y lasierp:, ’1"5?‘3'.'3’ g0k 7
Civil ¥ Bature &I ~'~ <..; %m); As P. Fewben, W

the dest Indien, L493=1688 (Lo

9. Reports and studies (Mention best reports and studies, as, NP$ study, HABS, etc.)

 Bicarde T, Heyes, "The Harbor Defenses of Sen Jumm in the -Sixteenth Contury®, ¥s, research

raport, 139 pp., 1llus,, appendices, Sam Juan KHS, Auguwst 22, 1955, {(Copy in leglon One

Hllmeld,
— qtomf‘ﬂ". 11. Condition 12. Present use (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. Dota of visit
7 Yesx No__| Excellent flovernor's flenidence {Not Vinited)
14. Name :o."t I/‘.‘ (Signature) . 15. ;;;;wr"m ) :‘{6‘;;:0&
= . _ r'. l\_i&_’

* Dry mount on an 8 x 10} sheet of fairly heavy paper. ldentify by visw and name of the site, date of photograph and name of photographer.
Give location of negative. |f attoched, enclose in proper negative envelopes.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NO.)



