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1. Name

University of Puerto Rico Tower and Quadrangle

historic

andor common  Same

2. Location

Ponce de Ledn Ave.

street & number ___ not for publication

city, town Rio ?iedras ____ vicinity of
state Puerto Rico code 72 county Rio Piedras, San Juan code 0930
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_ district _X_ public _* occupied ____agriculture ___ museum
X__building(s) ____ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial _X park
___ structure ___ both ____work in progress _X educational __ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible _X_entertainment ___ religious
—__ object ____in process ____vyes: restricted _X_government ____ scientific

____ being considered X yes: unrestricted —_ industrial transportation

_._no —_ military other:

4. Owner of Property

name University of Puerto Rico

street & number Ponce de Ledn Ave.

RioPiedras Puerto Rico

city, town ___ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

President's Office and Planning and Development Office

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Central Administration and Rio Piedras Property Registry

street & number

city, town Rio Piedras state Puerto RlCEO

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tie Inventario de Monumentos HiSOrICOS pa this property been determined eligible? . yes X..no

date 1977  federal

. state ___ county _ _ local

depository for survey records Institute of Puerto Rican Culture

Puerto Rico 00905

San Juan

city, town - state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

. excellent ___ deteriorated ...._ unaltered X original site

X _good ___ruins X __altered —__moved  date o o
__ fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

(See Enclosure No. ! for a fuller written description; see also accompanying
portfolio of photographic illustrations)

|

The University of Puerto Rico Tower and Quadrangle Complex, which comprises
the principal entrance to the Rio Piedras Campus, was mainly constructed in the thirties
and forties following the design of Arch. Rafael Carmoega. The South side of the Qua-
drangle was closed in the fifties with two new buildings named Luis Palés Matos and
Julia de Burgos (Nos. 4a and 4b) (see date in the/8losed Inventory sheet) of simpler
design — they lacked the beautiful colored Plateresque decoration which adorned the
earlier ones. The same can be said of the latest addition (1983), a three - floor wing,
to the Luis Palés Matos building, which runs onthe East side closing ‘the last remaining
gap of the Quadrangle. The two large buildings included in the nomination and shown °
within the perimeter of the boundary line in the site plan, Agustin Stahl (No.5) and Julio
Garcia Diaz (No. 6), although lying outside the Quadrangle itself, were also built during
the original construction with the same design and style, and thus share with it the
historic and aesthetic values we wish to preserve in the core of the campus. The newer
buildings, notwithstanding the simplicity of their external appearance, blend well with
the older, profusely ornamented ones (compare photographs). The whole — Tower with
its fronting square, Quadrangle with its inner coutyard extending between the Tower and
the Theater, and the two adjacent buildings on the South side — is an unparalleled urban
landmark in Puerto Rico. .

The exterior of all these bui[dings has remained unaltered since their construction;
the interior remodellings made at various timesto accomodate or restructure offices and
classrooms have not detracted anythmg at all from the historic and architectural integrity
of the Complex proposed for nomination : great care has been taken to maintain its qualities,
Another thing must be noted : several outbuildims whose presence can be noticed in the
site plan of the campus are of a temporary nature and will eventually be eliminated, as
would also be the building presently housing the Academic Senate, which never was a
part of the original plan and stands incongruously behind the Tower.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric ~_ X community planning . _._ landscape architecture _.__ religion
_._1400~-1499 .. archeology-historic ... conservation - law .- Science
~.—-1500~-1599  ____ agriculture - . economics - literature -~ sculpture
__1600-1699 X architecture _X_ education _ . military .. social/
__.1700-1799 __ _art ~ . engineering __ _ music humanitarian
. 1800-1899 . __ _commerce . ... exploration/settlement ____ philosophy . theater
X 1900~ . communications .. industry b < politics/government  ____ transportation
-.. —. invention ... - -,-— other (specify)

Specific dates 1935  ° puilder/Architect Arch. Rafael Carmoega

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Since it was built in the thirties, the Quadrangle, with its main feature,
the tower, has been a landmark in Rio Piedras and the whole of the San Juan metro-
politan area. From an architectural and aesthetic point of view, it is a unique
complex in Puerto Rico -- it has no parallel in style or magnitude and would be worth
conserving even if these were its only values. It embodies Hispanic tradition, the
principal root.of Puerto Rican culture; it is a symbpl of the permanent presence of
that tradition; and it functions at the Same time as a home for unceasing éfforts
devoted to preserve and extend it, It is the place where highér learning’ grew ‘to"
maturity in Puerto Rico, and where indeed it is still epitomized : to speak of "thé =
University" without further specification is to refer to the Rfo Piedras campus and
particularly to its nucleus, the cloisters and buildings that comprise the Quadrangle
and contain the Offices of the Chancellor and the central administration of the Campus.,
the theater where the Casals' Festival used to take place, and the College of Humanities.

As to its historical significance, it must be noted that during the forties
and the fifties, the period of Puerto Rico's modernization and its political, social and
economic development and coming of age, all public issues were debated inthese very
halls. Everyone who mattered _politically or intellectually was either from the Uni-
versity or had dealings with it. The University was the source of ideas, initiative
and plans. That has been its glory, As the state university, it has grown enormously
and trained the faculty and staffs of the other, private universiti es that have appeared
and now share in the cultural leadership this campus once enjoyed alone: ‘This parti-
cular place merits preservation as a heritage for future generations, for here a signi-~
ficant portion of Puerto Rico's history has been made and its modern leadership has
been trained. The University Qadrangle is the symbol of an era..



9. Major Bibliographical References

(See appended list, Enclosure No. 2)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 13.14 acres 1 :20,000

Quadrangle name _ 530 Juan ' Quadrangle scaie . _ __
UTM References Point A:Lat, 180%—2[’ —l7“"f10r th; LOﬂg.66° -03" 02"West
Point B:Lat.18°-24'-21"North,Long.66°-02"'-55"West
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Vegbal Efﬁ'ggféﬁ8?5"1'2‘.’1%98&%31“’3'%%’“?@5tern section of the U.P.R., Ri6'Piedras Campus,?ear

the intersection of Ponce de Leén and Géandara Avenues; it is surrounded by nameless inner

streets (see accompanymg plans and map, Enclogure No. 3) R LR
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries o
state N/A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Georges Delacre, Ph. D.

organization ~ College of Humanities, U.P.R. date OCtober 24, 1983

Rio Piedras Campus, UP R -,7,,64-(;),0()\(1_55},'_(1‘:,.1.2442, 2466

street & number telephone:i -

Rio Piedras Puerto;Rico

clty or town state - . -

12. State:Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national _}.{__ state —_local

4
.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
) /
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 2777 %{/
d : 7 g~

title

. ... March 14.1984._

the National Register
b aate “% 7/

 Attest:
date
Chief of Registration =




