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(Check One)
CONDITION [] Excellent Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [ Ruins [l Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Historic Zone of San Juan occupies the North West tip of the
small island to the North of the Bay of San Juan. It has the Atlantic
Ocean to the North and is raised an average of 100 feet above sea level.
It is protected by a natural clift to the North and a fortification wall
that originally surrounded the total area of the 0ld City. At the East
and West ends stand the Forts of San Cristdbal and San Felipe del Morro,
both monumental and of prime architectural value. Within the walls, the

0ld City developed as the government's seat and as a residential, military

and commercial complex with wharf facilities to the South where the
commodious bay gave the name of Puerto Rico to the Island.

The public, civil and religious architecture of the city has been
basically preserved with a notable harmony of style characteristic of
late seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, although some
sixteen century structure of notable interest are preserved.

Its architectural and geographical characteristics make the
district one of special beauty.

Some of the principal structures in the area are:

Fort San Felipe del Morro - 1539 City Hall-——==—=w—- 1796-99
Fort San Cristdbal--—---—-——- 1771 Santa Ana Church--1848

The City Walls 17th Century San José Church---1532

San Juan Gate 17th Century Ballaja Barracks--1857

La Fortaleza : 1533 La Casa del Callejon--18th
Casa Blanca 1523 Century
Dominican Convent--——-————a=- 1523 La Casa del Libro--19th

San Juan Cathedral--—————-—- 1540 Century
Cristo Chapel- - 1753 El Hospital Militar-1778-1782
Casa Suazo 17th Century Antiguo Manicomio---1863

La Intendencia - 1851 Polvorin de Santa Elena-18th
Teatro Tapia 1832 Century

Casa de los dos Zaguanes—----18th Century 0ld Cemetery--------1806

Convento de las Carmelitas-
1651
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T

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE )

Seed Tt s ‘\/
e LSt

The Historic Zone of San Juan is of multiple significance to the
people of Puerto Rico. It is the stage where many of our most relevant
historic events took place. It shows the characteristic architecture
developed in the Island based on Spanish models but incorporating autoc-
tonous materials, methods and styles. It was-and is-the seat of government
and where the political direction of the community is evolved. It is the
traditionally most important commercial area. It was the see of the first
Bishopric, cathedral and important churches of Puerto Rico. It shows the
typical urban planning of Puerto Rican towns. It is a physical manifes-
tation of the way of life created by a Puerto Rican community.

Being the seat of civil, military and religious authorities, as well
as the principal urban and commercial center, the most significant histo-
rical events in Puerto Rican History occurred here. The first municipal
government of the New World-outside of Santo Domingo-was established here
as well as the first military presidio in Spanish America. Other events
are the Dutch attacK of 1625, Sir Francis Drake's attack of 1595,

George Clifford Earl of Cumberland's attack of 1597, Sir Ralph Abercromby's
attack of 1797, Admiral Sampson's attack of 1898. Alonso Manso, first
Bishop to come to America, established his bishopric in San Juan. The
first newspaper-La Gaceta-was printed in San Juan in 1807. The first
university-level educational institution was established by the Dominican
Order in the 16th Century. The Ateneo Puertorriquefio was founded in 1876.
The military defensive system was started in 1533 with the building of

La Fortaleza, oldest Government House still in use in the New World.

The first provincial parliament-Diputacién Provincial-was established in
1813. The Colegio de Abogados-Bar Association-was founded in 1840.




1)

Diego de Torres Vargas, Descripcidn de la Isla y Ciudad de Puerto

Rico, 1647

4)

2) Fray Ifigo Abbad y La Sierra, Historia Geografica, Civil vy Natural de
la Isla de San Juan Bautista de Puerto Rico, 1765
3) Adolfo de Hostos, Ciudad Murada 1948

Francisco M. Zeno, La Capital de Puerto Rico, 1948

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATIT L DE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 180 28 ’ 26’, 66 [ 07 ] 31 » [e] ’ [ o ’ ”
] ) L] o » ”
NE 18" 28 26 66" 06 30
SE 18° 27 ' 38" 280 86' 30"
sW 180 27 - 38- o 07 31.
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 115.66 B
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY ‘ ) CODE
i ‘v
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: P \\ CODE
e \."‘
: Ml
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: . cODE
./
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: : CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

Institute of Puerto Rican Culture

STREET AND NUMBER:

LUIS M. RODRIGUEZ MORALES, Director, General Archives of Puerta Rico

DATE

June 1971

Boulevard del Valle, Box 4184

CITY OR TOWN:
San Juan

STATE

Puerto |

Rico

CODE

B 43

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

=

The recommended

State [] Local [0

National

Executive Director Institute

Title _ of Puerto Rican Culture

Date _ June 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
LZ

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiﬁ;'c Preservation

/7,0/., —

Date
ATTEST:
/ \ .
Keeper of Tﬂé National R7gister
/ a—
Date / ‘ ~S c 7V‘
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