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In May 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the
Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Linda S.
Robinson spotted a few jsolated pieces of aboriginal pottery scattered about the

round surface

In Jduly of 1982, on behalf of the U. S Navy, a team of. investigators headed
by Michael A. Cinquino of Ecology and Enyironment, Inc., returned to the site of
the original find to sample the area and provide further preliminary information
for the site. The investigations included excavation of -a single test pit
(30 x 30 cm in size) and close inspection of the ground surface for the entire
knolltop. A site sketch map was made, surface collections were made, and photo-

~graphs of the site environs were taken at this time. The preliminary testing con-
ducted identified the Tocation of a surface scatter of prehistoric refuse and
subsurface midden deposits. Also, smaller amounts .of historic materials, -
including ceramic and glass, were identified. Therefore, it was recommended that
additional testing should be conducted at the site to determine precisely the
nature and extent of the deposits encountered.

In October of 1983, Cinquino and Carm1ne~ A. Tronolone returned to the site
of Algodones 2 to undertake a more thorough examination of the deposits. At this
time, the site was mapped, a systematic surface collection was made for the entire
area of the knolltop, and 11 additional test units, ranging in size from 30 x 30 cm
to 50 x 50 cm, were dug. These investigations indicated the presence of intact
undisturbed subsurface midden deposits in several areas of the knolltop, and
served to suggest that the average depth 05 the deposits is between 5 and 15 cm to
bedrock, covering an area of about 2,100 m The majority of the materials were
recovered from an area forming a low saddle which was present in the central
area of the knolltop. Further; the investigations indicated that the area of the
site had not been subjected to much previous disturbance (e.g g., agriculture,
“military activity, or the 1ike) and the depos1ts had survived in a relatively
‘unaltered state, with the exception of minor disturbances from slope wash and erosion.

Testing at Algodones 2 yielded numerous items of cultural material remains,
many of which were diagnostic. The pottery found appears to be of several styles:
the Late Saladoid tradition (Period 4C c. 600-800 AD); the Ostionoid tradition
(Period 4D c. 800-900 AD); the Elenoid tradition (Perxods 4E and 4F c. 900-1300 AD);
. and the Ch1co1d tradition (Perlod 4G c. 1300-1500 AD), Stone, shell, coral and
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The Algodones 2 site (12YPr2-204) is one of only a small number of pre-

historic occupations, representing year round subsjstence activities, to be

!Mm sI a! |!!e s!!e were !oun! relatively undisturbe!, an! l | ! l

include many
diagnostic artifacts and ecofacts representing several hundred years of
occupation. As such, the Algodones 2 constitutes a resource of substantial

scientific

occupation

interest concerning information it may yield concerning aboriginal
The archaeologists who have

1’nvestigate!.al!W, re_,l !e'lleve 1! s!ould definitely be listed in

the National Register.
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bone artifacts include celt fragments, hammerstones, flakes, cores, and debitage.
However, a relatively low incidence of celt fragments and hammerstone/choppers is
found at the site as compared to most of the other sites on the naval reservation.
There is, however, a fair amount of small debitage present. These materials con-
sist of both quartz and medium grained igneous rock. All of these items could
possibly be fire-cracked rock. However, their relative abundance suggests they
are true debitage. It is curious that most of these items are small and are not
accompanied by medium or larger sized flakes. This would be expected from the
use of a bipolar technique, and at least one of the artifacts could be a hammer-

stone made using this technique.

A fairly high percentage of abrading tools of sandstone and coral is found,
which may be associated with the grinding or pulverizing of the pigment (ochre)
found at the site. It is interesting to note that all of the pigment fragments
and the pigment-stained coral abrader came from different excavation units but
from the same stratigraphic level. This confirms -that the pigment stains on the
coral abrader was not post-excavation. The sigle most interesting 1ithic feature
of the site is the presence of these pigments;  especially the blue-green nodules,
which have not been found at any other site on the naval reservation. These
may be non-local in origin. The bone artifacts recovered included two fragments
of unidentified tools, both of which were burned.

The shell assemblage at the Algodones 2 site consists mainly of Cittarium
pica and Codakia orbicularis shells. Other molluscan remains represented in
the collections, although in somewhat smaller numbers, are listed in a summary
of cultural materials form, accompanying this nomination. Similar to the hilltop
dwelling site of Algodones 6 (12VPr2-229)
this site also indicates a range of different Ti1ttoral environments were

exploited by the aboriginal inhabitants of the site. The ifferent habitats

are present in the vicinity of the site

m A small amount of historic materials were found Tocated on
e surface

e site. These appear to date from the late 19th Century and
into the 20th Century to about 1940. These materials were probably associated
with the presence of one of the many past homesteads located in the vicinity of

- the knolltop: No remains of a homestead were discovered, however, as many were
- of wood-frame construction, vestages are rarely found.




