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In the summer of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the
Vieques Naval Reservation, the location of what were suspected to be "indian drawings"
on rock outcrops along side an unnamed quebrada at Camp Garcia were reported to
Linda S. Robinson by a conscientious member of the military. Robinson and Carmine A.
Tronolone, of Ecology and Environment, Inc.,in collaboration with Gary S. Vescelius,
returned to the site and upon cursory inspection of the immediate area, it was
determined that the two carvings present on the rock outcrops were indeed aboriginal
petroglyphs. The site was registered as Camp Garcia 3 (12VPr2-164).

‘Shortly 'thereafter, under the supervision of Robinson and Tronolone, Jack E.
Tyler headed a small ‘team'of investigators who conducted a systematic surface
reconnaissance in the drea of the petroglyphs in sea idditional carvings and
aborigina

failed, however, to identify further items indicative of either.aboriginal occupa-
tion or use of the surveyed area. At this time, sketches, charcoal rubbings, and
photographs were made of the petroglyphs.

In July of 1983, on behalf of the site's 6wner, the US Navy, Tronolone,
Michael A. Cinquino, and Casimir Lorentz returned to 12VPr2-164 to make additional
hotographs and observations of the petroglyphs and their surroundings. Directly

outcrop surface in the area of the petroglyphs. Because the petroglyphs are exposed,
they have been subjected to weathering, but the outlines of the carvings are quite
distinect and have not damaged the integrity of the petroglyphs.

The Vieques petroglyphs may be categorized as drawings that have been produced
by working on stone with pointed tools, which were harder than the stone on which
- they were applied, as opposed to pictographs where the drawings have been produced
with vegetable or mineral substances. Further, the petroglyphs may be categorized
as schematic figures, representing reality but with childish patterns; figures
with cruciform hands, and anthropomorphic or zoomorphic representations. The
majority of the petroglyph complexes of the Antilles are in this category (see
Veloz Maggiolo, et. al. 1973).%

*Veloz Maggiolo, Marcio, Plino Pina, Elpidio Ortega, and Bernardo Vega 1973,
"Antillean Pictographs and Petroglyphs: Pattern and Procedures which can be
applied in the study of their location in time." In:  Proceedings of the Fourth
International Congress for the Study of Pre-Colombian Cultures of the Lesser
Antilles, St. Lucia, 1971. I
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Camp Garcia 3 site represents the only recorded occurrence of petroglyphs
on the island of Vieques. Although it is now found surrounded by the military
developments which have occurred at Camp Garcia, and though changes have taken -
place in the immediate vicinity of the site, affecting the original character of
its surroundings, the relatively unaltered petroglyphs at the site are of sub-
stantial scientific interest. The rock carvings can be dated, tentatively, to
the Chicoid tradition, and are important to the study of symbolism and magic in
the prehistory of Vieques for this period. In the opinion of the archaeologists
who investigated it, the Camp Garcia 3 site definitely deserves to be Tisted in

the National Register.
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Ethbgraphlc accounts indicate that the sites of petrog]yphs and the like are
known to have been associated with aspects of Arawakan animism and spiritualism
(e.qg., ossessing characteristics of religion and magic. Camp Garcia 3

Because the methods of production may have been the same for different
cultural periods, it has been suggested that 1nvest1gatlons of petroglyph chrono-
logy focus upon des1gn typologies for information concerning origin. To this
end, we can note in one of the Camp Garcia petroglyphs (petroglyph number 2)
d1st1nct similarities to the anthropomorphic and zoomorphic designs of the
Esperanza pottery style of the Chicoid cultural tradition (Period 4G :c.1300-

1492 AD). Examination of refuse deposits at Camp Garcia 2 (12VPr2-153) whose
badly disturbed deposits are found
petroglyphs, support this finding since all of the pottery recovered from thi

site is also of the Esperanza style.



