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1. Name of Property

historic name: LACUNA JALOVA ARCHEOLOGICAL DISTRICT (12VPr2-45 & 12VPr2-81)

other name/site number: West[ern] Friendly [Front] Line; Target Two Run-in Line

2. Location 

street & number:

city/town: Barrio Puerto Diablo, Vieques 

state: PR county: Humacao

not for publication: _X_

vicinity: 

code: 069 zip code: 00765

3. Classification 

Ownership of Property: Federal 

Category of Property: District 

Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A

Name of related multiple property listing: ___________________



4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this »x nomination ___ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property \s meets 
___ does no1^ meet tie National Register Criteria. __ See continuation 
sheet.

Signature of fcertifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property x. meets ___ does not meet the National 
Register criteria. __ See continuation sheet.

_____p I € & £> e. S^d £Ufct«n £_ k. 0 J( /€_"tT€?<"~ ch- &~X -f**^ 2-& KVt cXu *•? 2_

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is:y entered in the National Register
__ See continuation sheet, 
determined eligible for the
National Register
__ See continuation sheet, 
determined not eligible for the
National Register 
removed from the National Register

other (explain): ______________

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

6. Function or Use

Historic: OCCUPATION SITE Sub:

Current : MILITARY Sub:



7. Description

Architectural Classification: N/A

Other Description: ________________

Materials: foundation ________ roof 
walls other

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _X_ See continuation
sheet.

The "Western Friendly Front Line" (known more commonly simply as the "West 
Friendly Line"

__________ prehistoricculturalremains wereencounteredin1978bytwo 
separate archaeological survey teams, one of which was headed by Marvin Keller, 
of Ecology and Environment, Inc., and the other of which was led by A.G. Pantel, 
of the Fundacion Arqueologica, Antropologica e Historica de Puerto Rico. The 
remains included some shell refuse, a few pieces of stone that appeared to have 
been rudely worked (including one hammerstone), a number of fragments of 
unmodified but presumably exotic stone, and some coral (Acropora) rods, none of 
which had been worked but which could hardly have found their way onto the site 
by natural means. In addition, Keller and his associates picked up a single piece 
of glazed whiteware and two sherds of rude nondescript earthenware. This mall and 
superficially unimpressive assemblage came from an area of about 2100 m2, all of 
which had been bulldozed. Some of the material had been retrieved from the 
surface of the bulldozer swath itself; the rest came from the tailings bordering 
the swath.

In December 1979 and January 1980, the Loma Jalova Norte site was 
investigated in greater detail by a team headed by Keller, G.S. Vescelius, J.J. 
Ortiz Aguilu and L.S. Robinson. The work was undertaken on behalf of the Navy, 
for the purpose of obtaining information on which to base a determination of the 
site's eligibility for nomination to the National Reaisi^r_^_Tlie whole surface of

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^—^-^^^—^gg^—g—^—g——.^—-^—^^^

It had not been anticipated tha^e^her of those excavationst?oiffil 
>e particularly productive, and neither of them proved to be at all surprising in 
that regard. Together, they yielded 1148 fragments of unmodified shell, six 
pieces of unmodified coral and 1696 coarse stone fragments, none of which showed 
any signs of having been worked or used, and only thr.ee of which appeared to be 
exotic. In the entire lot there was not a single clear-cut artifact. 
Nevertheless, an analysis of the ecofacts, undertaken by Robinson, lent further 
support to the suspicion, already voiced both by her and by Pantel, that the 
refuse on Loma Jalova Norte might date from preceramic times. The shell 
assemblage had a good deal in common with those of such firmly dated preceramic 
sites as Krum Bay 1 (12VAm3-5) on St. Thomas and Cano Hondo 1 (12VPr2-100) on 
Vieques itself. To use Robinson's own words, "the number of large gastropods, 
together with the large variety of both epifaunal and infaunal bivalves," was 
indicative of an archaic subsistence pattern of the Krum Bay-Cano Hondo type.
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This was not conclusive evidence, however, and in the limited time at their 
disposal the investigators were unable to give the Loma Jalova Norte site the sort 
of attention it is probably going to have to be accorded in order to recover 
better data. The site is in such poor condition that a team of archaeologists 
could easily spend weeks on it, digging one test pit after another, without 
obtaining any clear-cut results. Although it is entirely possible that results 
of that sort are simply unattainable, it is equally possible that intact deposits 
survive below the original tailings or in isolated locations outside the bulldozed 
swath. Certainly, there is additional information to be extracted from the site 
in the center of the knolltop, where excavation revealed a shallow (7-15 cm) 
remnant of original cultural deposit resting on bedrock.

In January 1980, while reviewing the work that had been done at Loma Jalova 
Norte, Robinson together with Emily R. Lundberg (of the Department of 
Conservation and Cultural Affairs, Virgin Islands Government) discovered a site 
of a similar nature

only sneii refuse, rounded pebble, and coral fragments equivalent to those fouTTd 
at the Loma Jalova Norte site, but also a flake of a fine, gray-green cherty stone 
exhibiting one serrate, possibly retouched, edge and a portion of the striking 
platform. This site, named Loma Jalova Sur, was registered as 12VPr2-81. Two 
months later, test pits were positioned both within and without the bulldozed 
swath in an attempt to determine if any undamaged deposits remained intact. Of 
the five initial excavations, four were sterile except for superficial shell 
fra

uniquely modified shells. Two o  tnege Unusual artifacts are made from the shells 
of the juvenile conch (Strombus gigas) : each is cut away on the ventral side so 
as to expose the columella; each also exhibits a notch cut high on the broken 
palatal edge. The third shell artifact, made from the upper valve of a very worn 
jewelbox (Chama macerophylla), has a large, ground-edge perforation located above 
the ventral edge, as well as a cut-and-ground notch high on the anterior margin. 
Three more excavations in the immediate area revealed this concentration of shell 
to be an isolated deposit laid directly on the friable bedrock that underlies the 
shallow soil layer at both Loma Jalova sites. The implication is that Loma Jalova 
Sur comprises a series of small discrete deposits that would be difficult to 
locate even without the extreme disturbance of the area brought about by the 
repeated clearing of the Western Friendly Line.

The fieldwork performed by the Ecology and Environment, Inc. team was not 
intended to investigate either site in its entirety nor was any sort of total 
collection attempted; rather, the excavation plan was designed to retrieve 
information that might establish proof of preceramic occupation and to provide 
sufficient data by means of which the supervisory archeologists might accurately 
describe and evaluate the sites' assemblages and characteristics. The shell 
assemblage from the Loma Jalova sites includes many large gastropod (Cassis, 
Strombus, Vasum and Murex) shells exhibiting peculiar breakage patterns; 
considerable quantities of burgao (Cittarium pica) shell; a fair number of ark 
(Area, Anadara), Anomalocardia and Codakia shells; and occasional specimens of
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Purpura, Tectarius, Nerita, Natica, Charonia, Americardia, Crassostrea, Isognomon, 
Chama. Pinctada and Lucina. The occurrence of an assemblage of this sort on two

_ is certa^ily calculated to pique the interest of anyone who has ah] 
familiarity with the preceramic cultures of the northeastern Antilles: the twc 
sites of the Laguna Jalova Archaeological District definitely fit the preceramic 
pattern both in terms of their location and with respect to the kinds of shell 
refuse with which they are littered.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: STATE AND LOCAL

Applicable National Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) :

D

Areas of Significance: ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

Period(s) of Significance: PREHISTORIC 

Significant Dates : ___ ___ __ 

Significant Person(s): _____________

Cultural Affiliation: BANWAROID 

Architect/Builder: _ _________

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
_X_ See continuation sheet.

One of the Loma Jalova sites (12VPr2-45) was certainly utilized some time 
during the latter part of Era 4 (c 900-1492 AD) or the beginning of Era 5 (c 1492- 
1620 AD) ; the two earthenware sherds recovered from its surface in 1978 attest to 
that fact. All the other items in the collections currently on hand could 
conceivably date from that time span, too all of them but the single piece of 
glazed whiteware, which is obviously something that must have been deposited very 
recently. Nevertheless, there is a distinct possibility that at least some of the 
objects in the available samples, and perhaps the bulk of them, were dropped on 
the sites in late preceramic times during Era 3 (c 1500 BC-100 AD). Certainly 
the shell artifacts from Loma Jalova Sur, although totally unlike any modified 
shell heretofore encountered, are more likely to date to Era 3, simply on the 
grounds of the type and age of the shells employed as raw material. *This being 
the case, these sites take on a significance they would not otherwise possess, 
for, whereas late prehistoric sites are fairly common on Vieques, preceramic ones 
are very rare, and they merit special consideration accordingly.

Indeed, the importance of the Loma Jalova sites may best be understand and 
appreciated when they are viewed in terms of the overall preceramic picture on 
Vieques. Thus far, only six preceramic sites have been identified either

:eramic
_ ________ sealed beneath 
deposits, has been tentatively identifred7 although further work must be 

done before positive declaration may be made. Excepting the latter site, 
therefore, the preceramic complex on Vieques consists of (1) the two sites being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places by means of this form; (2) 
Cano Hondo 1 (12VPr2-10) , a type site discovered by Irving Rouse in 1939, which
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lies in the civilian sector and 
threat of tot

constant

___ ., but which clearly has 
by machinery and livestock; and (4) Verdiales 1 (12VPr2-33) , which 

has been nominated for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places by 
Vescelius and Robinson on behalf of the U.S. Navy.

Thus, these five small, variously-disturbed sites stand as the only known 
potential sources of information regarding the preceramic occupation of Vieques. 
Were it not for the possibility that the Loma Jalova sites were occupied in 
preceramic days, these sites could be dismissed as places of minor archeological 
interest. Small to begin with, they have been so thoroughly disturbed in the 
course of bulldozing operations that they superficially appear to be very 
unpromising places in which to try to undertake archaeological investigations, and 
it is difficult on the basis of the meager data at hand at this time to reach any 
broad conclusions. Nonetheless, if early migration and settlement patterns are 
ever to be clarified; if evidence of interaction and acculturation between the 
preceramic and early ceramic-making peoples is ever to be found; or if changing 
paleoecological factors are ever to be revealed through archeological research, 
then all preceramic sites  no matter how frail, fragile, tenuous or disturbed  
should be preserved and protected until it is definitely proven that there is no 
more information to be retrieved from them. Consequently, there is no question 
that the Laguna Jalova District deserves to be listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Vescelius, Gary S., and Linda S. Robinson: The Loma Jalova Sites (12Vpr2-45 
12VPr2-81) , Reports of the Archaeological Survey of Vieques, Series B, Number 10 
Charlotte Amalie: Archaeological Services, 1980.

Previous documentation on file (NFS):

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ________ 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ________

Primary Location of Additional Data:

_ State historic preservation office
_ Other state agency
_ Federal agency
__ Local government
_ University
  Other   Specify Repository: ______________________________

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property:

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

11. FORM PREPARED BY:

Name/Title: Linda S. Robinson. 
(Archaeologist)

Organization: Archaeological Services & 

Street & Number: P.O. Box 7818 

City/Town: Charlotte Amalie, VI 00801 

L»ate: 5 July 1980 Telephone:

Gary S. Vescelius 
(Archaeologist)

Ecology and Environment 

P.O. Box D 

Buffalo, NY 14225 

(809)774-3575 & (716)632-4491



Form Re-submitted By:

Name/Title: Dr. John B. Murphy/Cultural Resources Manager

Organization: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Date: 23 January 1992

Street & Number: 200 Stovall Street Telephone: (703) 325-7353

City or Town: Alexandria State: VA ZIP: 22332-2300
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 92001237 Date Listed: 9-10-92

Property Name County state

Laauna Jalova Archeolocrical District Vieques PR

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject to 
the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in 
the nomination documentation.

Sigature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The county location is incorrect and the period of significance is 
unclear. The nomination is amended as follows: The county is 
Vieques. The periods of significance are 1500 B.C. - A.D. 100 and 
A.D. 900 - 1620.

Mr. J. Bernard Murphy, the Navy FPO, was contacted regarding these 
amendments .

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


