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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is one of series of lighthouses built by the Spanish colonial
authorities at the end of the 19th century. There were several models
designed, according to the importance of the site to be defended and the
traffic, of incoming or passing vessels.,

The Vieques lighthouse is one of the smaller models, designated
model no, 6 in the Folio showing plans for lighthouses. It is a rectangular
building with a central octagonal tower. The main structure is approximately
36" x 24' and 25' high. The tower rises 50' including the lantern section.

The roof of flat tile is supported by wood beams, and the walls are of brick
and masonry rubble. The exterior finish is white. The interior has been
altered to accommodate the family of the lighthouse quard. Thus, the
circular stair leading from the interior to the top offthe tower is currently

sealed off. The guard goes to the lantern section from the outside with a
ladder.

The windows are no longer the original louvers or persiennes, but the
miami style shutters of aluminium. The neoclassical exterior frame
remains. The general design is neo-classical, including the cornice
around the roof of the building.

Many alterations besides the interior (although those are minor) have occurred,
included are the installation of a new lantern, as well as the necessary electrical
wires and pitabing which are unfortunately exposed. There seem to be no other
structures on the grounds.

(not permitted to photograph interior)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The lighthouse is one of a series built in Plerto Rico and its
dependent islands by the Spanish Colonial authorities. The lighthouses
of that period are disappearing unless protected, since they are currently
rapidly being replaced by more sophisticated equipment. It rises almost 70
from the headland of the harbor with ST Thomas on the east and Puerto Rico on West.

Thg lighthouse’ was designed by ome of the military engineers of the
time, Jose Sanz, following the system of a series of models from most
simple and modest to rather imposing in scale and design. This particular
model is simple with an interior quite utilitarian and the exterior
reflecting the utilitarian purposes of the structure while still providing
it with the neoclassical proportions and ornament of the period.

The island of Vieques was originally occupied by the French but they
were quickly replaced by the Spanish colonial powers in 1647. The occupation
was not more than symbolic however, since there is evidence that French and
English settlers remained on the island without trouble. The British managed 1
to increase their influence and occupied the island, even building a small
fort. This was challenged by a small expedition from Puerto .Rico in 1718
which destroyed the fort, aud transporting the cannon to Puerto Rico along
with slaves and prisoners. Another expedition, in 1752, &imimie completed
the destruction initiated by the previous attack. It was not until 1843
that a municipality was offically created on the island with the authority
of the Governor of Puerto Rico, Don Santiago Mende? Vigo.

The island began to thrive again, with sugar plantations and contraband
in full swing. Since the 1940's the sugar produced bythe mills is sent to
Puerto Rico for grinding.

The lighthouse now is utilised by the US Coast Guard authorities, and
the island of Vieques has been a target area for US military exercises:
26,000 of the island's 33,000 acres are a military reservation.
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