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In April of 1982 in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance survey of
the Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Harry
Alemdn Crespo located the structural remains of what appeared to be the Pistolet
Hacienda. The site was designated 12VPr2-168.

In June of 1982, on behalf of the U.S. Navy, Carmine A. Tronolone and Jack E.
Tyler, of Ecology and Environment, Inc., and a small team of investigators, returned
to the site to sample, and provide preliminary information for the site. At this time
the ground surface was closely inspected in the site's vicinity. These investigations
indicated the presence of an extensive surface scatter of historic refuse in addition
to the structural remains previously identified.

In November of 1983, Michael A. Cinquino, assisted by Casimir Lorentz, also of
Ecology and Environment, Inc., headed a small group of investigators to conduct a more
thorough examination of the site. The site was mapped and its surface systematically

sami]ed. These investigations indicated the site covers a rather large area of

The ruins of one structure and remains of three foundations are present at the
site. The dimensions of the structure are as follows: exterior, 7.2m by 7.2m;
interior, 5.6m by 5.6m; and the walls, which are constructed of mortared hand-made
red brick, stone, and rubble fill, are about 0.8m thick. The height of the walls
range from approximately 1.3m to 1.7m. This structure was used in the sugar processing
industry and appears to date to the middle 19th century.

The three locations with foundation remains consist basically of mounds with
overgrown brush. These areas were most likely bu11dozed sometime after the Navy
acquired the property.

Artifactual remains at the site consist of both domestic refuse and agricultural
implements. Historic ceramics recovered date from the late 18th century to the early
20th century, and consist of E1 Morro earthenware, pearlware, whiteware, and brown
and gray white salt-glazed stoneware. Besides being the site of a 19th-century
hacienda, the site may also have been occupied by a small homestead in the late 18th
or early. 19th centuries.

A profile of an erroding cow path revealed shell remains at about 18cm below the
ground surface. This deposit was found in a soil strata of dark brown sand, overlaying
a culturally sterile level of yellow-brown clay 1oam 1nd1cat1ng that intact subsurface
deposits are present at the site. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ 12VPr2-168 consists of the remains of a quinta and associated structures of what
~ appear to be the location of the Pistolet Hacienda. Artifactual remains (domestic
refuse) from the site date from the late 18th century to early 20th century. The
Pistolet Hacienda,built during the 1830's,was one of the first haciendas established
on Vieques. The property was originally owned by Adolphe Pistolet, who later sold .

it to Hippalite Groult. Groult, a French nobleman, had moved to V1eques in 1837, and
over the course of the fo]]ow1ng few years he had managed to acquire for himself a
considerable amount of real estate in the Punta Arenas area, and played a prominent
role in local affairs (serving, for example, as the comisario comandante, the ranking

" political official of Punta Arenas).

In 1839, Baron Jean Bourdillon purchased, for 500 pesos Pistolet Hacienda
which at that time It appears Bourdillon
combined the operation of the estate with that of the Hacienda Marquisat de Saint

Jacques (Marquesado).

Pistolet Hacienda was included with Marquesado Hacienda when several propert1es
were combined to form the Resolucidn Hacienda and central (12VPr2-13). Eusebio Benitez
purchased Resolucidn during the 1880's and maintained the estate until his death in
1909. At that time, the Benftez family formed the Benitez Sugar Company.

The site of Le Pistolet and Hacienda dates from the 1840's through the 1930's.
It also appears that a homestead existed at the site from the late 18th century
through the mid 19th century.

_ 12VPr2-168 merits listing in the National Register because it is one of the few
remaining siteswhich exemplify aspects of the early settlement of Vieques, as well as the
development and decline of the sugar industry over a one hundred and fifty year period.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Bonnet Benitez, Juan Amedee: Vieques en la Historia de Puerto Rico, San Juan:

F. Ortiz Nieves, 1976; Pastor Ruiz, J.: Vieques Antiguo y Moderno, 1943-1946
Yauco (PR): Tipogr‘aﬁa‘Rodriguez Lugo, 1947; Rivera Martinez, Antonio: Asi Empezo
Vieques, Rio Piedras (PR): The Author, 1967; Beachey, R.W.: The British West Indian
Sugar Industry in the Late Nineteenth Century, Oxford: Basﬂ Blackwell, 1957;

Cinquino, Michael A., Carmine A. Tronolone, Char]es E. Vandrei, and Gary S. Vescelius

Cultural Resource Reconnaissance Survey for t 1o,
MCEocRRPRIEATBR A Trc- 1957
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY —

UTM REFERENCES

ZONE EASTI!! !!I!'l!

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A ——
dili—

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE

Michael A. Cinquino & Carmine A. Tronolone (Senior Archaeologists)
ORGANIZATION DATE

Ecology and Envi ronment Inc. 19 October 1984
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

PO Box D (716) 632-4491
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Buffalo New York,k 14225

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMEN

YES K . NO__ NONE__~
Arch. Mariano G. Cor
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 1 1593 | hereby nominate this property to the National Heglster certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is X National State Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE 54(_ aﬁ&clza/ s/Z/wc( .é,;%/x (’ ﬁﬁcly /f?/) DATE

DATE

HEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVAT;ON "

3287 20(

, ,  DATE
EFERD FTHE NATIONAL. REGISTER

GPO 899-214



SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: #91001040 Date Listed: 8-22-91
Property Name County State
Le Pistolet Humacao PR

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination: This site is not significant in
terms of architecture. Only the remains of a wall exists above
ground. Spoke with Bernard Murphy, the Navy FPO, on 8-22-91 and
he concurs.

The nomination is amended to delete the "Architecture" Area of
Significance.
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National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



