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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In April of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance survey
of the Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc.,
Brion Morrisette discovered structural remains, and a dense scatter of historic
art1facts
This ch was destgnated Liave 1 VPrZ-

Michael A. Cinquino of Ecology and Environment, Inc., on behalf of the
U.S. Navy visited the site on June 23, 1982 with Morrisette and a small crew to
gather preliminary information to identify the extent and nature of the site.
At this time, an intensive surface collection was conducted in the site's vici-
nity. These investigations indicated the presence of an extensive surface scatter
of historic refuse, remains of standing structures, two milling stones, an. old.
unpaved roadway, and stone terracing along a portion of the roadway. Surface
collections were made at six locations which consisted of historic ceramics,
glass, bottles, iron cooking pot fragments, a flat iron, and handmade red brick.
A metal plow blade, a rusted car frame, and sheet metal were also present at the
site. Several fruit~ trees and domestic house plants were found growing at the
site. '

In November 1983 Michael A. Cinquino, Casimir Lorentz, Harry Aleman Crespo,
and a small crew, returned to the site to conduct a more detailed examination.
The site was mapped, systematically sampled, and five 50cm by 50cm test pits were
dug for the purpose of determining the horizontal and vertical extent of sub-
surface deposits at the site. The site boundaries include an area of approximately

In four of the five test pits dug, intact subsurface deposits were discovered.
The average depth of the deposits from the two test pits in the area of the
structural remains ranged from 0 to 10cm. Deposits from the remaining two test
pits in the southwestern portion of the site range from 5cm to 30cm.

The structural remains at the site were determined to be part of a quinta or
main house. Little remains of the western and southern walls of this structure
due to past bulldozer activities. However, the east wall remains were found in
very good condition and some remains of the north wall were also present. The
east wall measured approximately 15m long, varying from 2.5m to 1.7m in width.
The center of -the wall measured about 0.8m to lm thick and was filled with earth
and rubble; the center was faced with mortared rock of approximately 0.6m thickness.
A staircase constructed of stone and mortar was found at the southern portion of
~the wall facing east onto the old roadway. .
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The Ben{%ez family played an important role in the development of the sugar

industry and settlement of western Vieques.

During the last quarter of the 19th

Century they controlled the Playa Grande Hacienda and the Rg;olucion Hacienda.
In 1909, the heirs of Don JoséBenitez Guzman formed the Benitez Sugar Company
which was in operation until 1936 when Juan Angel Tio purchased the company.

Llave 13 consists of the remains of a quinta which was owned by the Benitez

family from the late 19th Century through the 1930s.
site dates from the late 18th Century.
for construction of an early farming homestead.

Domestic refuse from the
The ridge top location is also ideal
Although it appears there was

some bulldozer activity during the 1940s, a dense concentration of artifactual
remains, foundation segments, two mill stones, and rock terracing are preserved
at the site. Llave 13 presents an unique case for the examination of a settlement

over a period of approximately 150 years.

Surface and subsurface deposits indicate the integrity of the site is good.

Historic ceramics consist of Pearlware, Mocha, Annular ware, green and blue edge
whiteware, transfer printed whiteware, and stoneware dating from 1780 through the
early 1900s. The site undoubtedly played an important role in the development of
the sugar industry and early settlement of Vieques and merits nomination to the
National Register, in order to preserve one of the early settlements associated
with one of the most important families involved in the sugar industry on Vieques.
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The north wall consisted of a line of large rocks 4.7m long and 1.3m wide
adjacent to two large boulders (approximately 2.5m by 3m). The west end of
this wall was removed by bulldozer activity making it impossible to determine
the exact dimensions of the structure.

of the quinta. It appears both sides of this roadway were lined with a stone
terrace. Remains of this terrace are present in four locations, of which the

longest is about 2.5m in length.
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