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In April of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance survey of
the Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., J. Brion
Morissette noted a small surface concentration of shell on the ground surface of

Upon closer examination in July of 1982, Linda S. Robinson, in collaboration
with Carmine A. Tronolone and Michael A. Cinquino, of Ecology and Environment, Inc.,
returned to the site of the original surface find to determine if, in fact, the
surface shell originally noted represented an archaeological, rather than a natural
deposit. At this time an inspection of the ground surface in the immediate area
of the surface find was undertaken, and trowel probes were conducted to examine
the deposit directly beneath the ground surface. These investigations indicated
that the spot was indeed an archaeological site, most 1likely from preceramic times
as evidenced by the molluscan remains encountered, and contained an isolated
deposit of both surface and subsurface remains. The site was designated as
12VPr2-219, Loma Jalova 3, and added to the 1list of two other preceramic sites
(12VPr2-45, Loma Jalova 1; and 12VPr2-81, Loma Jalova 2). These preliminary investi-

~gations recommended that Loma Jalova 3 be examined further to identify the nature
of its deposits.-

In December of 1983, further examinations were performed. Tronolone and Cinquino
returned to the site with a small team of investigators, and conducted a systematic
surface inspection of the vicinity of the site to determine the horizontal extent
of the refuses making collections where necessary. Also, five excavation units were
dug, ranging in size from 30 x 30 cm to 50 x 50 cm to ascertain the vertical extent
of the site. The investigations indicated a small surface scatter of prehistoric
refuse (cons1st1ng mainly of ecofactual remains) and intact subsurface midden deposits
at depths ranging between 2 cm and 25 cm, where bedrock was encountered. The testing
served to_suggest that the deposits were indeed preceramic, and covered an area of
about 50mZ, and that the area of the knolltop had not been subjected to any signifi-
cant past disturbances (e.g. agriculture, military activities, or the like).

The investigations yielded on]y a few artifacts of stone and shell, which was
expected, but recovered numerous items of subsistence remains. The artifacts included
the following items: one flake or chunk of igneous rock, with one smooth surface,
possibly fire-cracked; one possible igneaus flake from a waterworn pebble, possibly
artifactual, but probably fire-cracked; and one shell.gouge, heavily weathered, no
apparent wear, however the form is typ1ca1 of the Archaic Age shell gouge (gub1a)

The stone artifacts recovered from this site include no d1agnost1c Archa1c Age tool

types.
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for the minor effects of weather.

The Loma Jalova 3 si is one of only a few preceramic aboriginal sites to be found
Deposits at the site were found to maintain a
very high degree of their original integrity, and are virtually undisturbed except

They have produced, and are 11kely to produce,

numerous aboriginal ecofacts representative of a single preceramic cultural
tradition, and as such are of substantial scientific interest to the study of

the prehistory of the region.

Consequently, the archaeologists who have investi-

gated the deposits at Loma Jalova 3, believe it should definitely be listed in

the National Register.
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The shell assemblage at the site consists mainly of Isognomon (I. altus and I.
radiatus) and Crassostrea (C. rhizophorae), which are found commoniy on the prop
roots of mangroves, but may also be found on other hard substrates. Also present
in fair numbers are considerable quantities of burgao (C. pica). A form summarizing
cultural material remains by provenience is included with this nomination form and
jdentifies other mollusk species represented, although in smaller numbers, in the

deposits at Loma Jalova 3.

In all, the site at Loma Jalova 3 covers — but includes
a substantially rich deposit of subsistence remains. A sample of the various species
of marine mollusks which was submitted for radiocarbon dating, (predominantly
Crassostrea recovered from the intact midden deposit at a depth between 15 and 20 cm)
yielded a date of 1360 + 70 B.C. (BETA 9383). This date places the deposits at the
site in the Early Banwaroid tradition (Period 3A c¢. 1500-1100 BC) and among the
earliest preceramic deposits yet identified in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
The remains at the site are indicative of a temporary, - and probably briefly,
occupied campsite where the primary subsistance activity: consisted of shell
gleaning. The site shows similarities to two other sites in the area (12 VPr2-45
and 12VPr2-81) and represents a similar settlement pattern.
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