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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In June of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the
Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted for the US Navy by Ecology and Environment,
Inc., Edwin Cintron Garcia discovered a few pieces of aboriginal pottery from the
surface of a site on a hilltop at Monte Largo (Monte Largo 2; 12VPr2-172).

Michael A. Cinquino headed a small team of investigators to the site the following
month in order to gain preliminary information about the deposits at Monte Largo 2.

At this time, both surface inspections and ion were made;
materials were recorded W
below the ground surface. storic refuse was also noted on the ground surface.
Further testing was recommended to examine the specific nature of these deposits.

In October of 1983, Cinquino returned to the site, along with Carmine A.
Tronolone of Ecology and Environment, Inc., to undertake a thorough investigation
of the deposits., The site was mapped, a systematic surface collection was made,
and 11 additional test pits were dug (ranging in size from 30 x 30 cm to 50 x 50 cm).
A Tist summarizing the artifactual and ecofactual remains recovered from the site

is included with this form.

The deposits at Monte Largo proved quite rich, and numerous artifacts, some

diagnostic, were recoyered. The deposits were found to cover nearly the entire
W and in many of the test units conducted, intact sub-
surface midden was encountered at depths ranging from 10 cm to 20 cm directly

overlying the bedrock deposit, All of the pottery recovered can be dated to ‘
Late Elenoid times (period 4F, ¢. 1100-1300: AD). The molluscan. remains are dominated

for sites of the Elenoid cultural tradition.

A rather small amount of non-ceramic: artifacts were recovered from the site,
including one polished petaloid celt butt end fragment, 4 flakes of debitage,
and 2 fragments of hematite or ochre, The ocher fragments are the most unique
items in this assemblage and were not often found at sites on the naval reservation.
~ The petaloid celt fragment exhibits possible reuse as a cutting tool, and has a flat
rather than a pointed butt end, The flakes (debitage) recovered are primarily of
igneous rock; some may be use-created, though none show definite signs of use-wear.

The historic materials found at Monte Largo 2 were all recovered from surface
contexts and in some cases, from the upper levels of five of the test units which
- were dug:. These materials consist of glass, ceramic, and iron fragments and can
be dated from the late 19th Century to about 1940.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site at Monte Largo 2 is a good, well preserved, example of a late pre-
and as such, can be considered significant

historic
for the scien

1C 1TnTormation w

h it can provide concerning prehistoric

settlement for this time period in terms of Vieques Island in particular, and

the Caribbean area in general.

Therefore, the archaeologists who have investi-

gated the site are of the opinion that the site at Monte Largo 2 (12VPr2-172) definite-
ly deserves to be listed in the National Register.
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