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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In May of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance survey under 
taken on behalf of the U.S. Navy, Carmine A. Tronolone, of Ecology and Environment; 

loted a surface concentration of prehistoric and historic refuse

In June of 1982, a team of investigators headed by Tronolone, returned to the 
site of the original find to sample the area and provide further preliminary information 
for the site. The investigations included close inspection of the ground surface for 
the entire hilltop. A site sketch map was made, surface collections were made, and 
photographs of the site environs were taken at this time. The preliminary testing 
conducted identified the location of a surface scatter of prehistoric refuse and possible 
subsurface deposits. Also, smaller amounts of historic materials, including ceramic, 
metal, and glass, were identified. Therefore, it was recommended that additional testing 
should be conducted at the site to determine precisely the nature and extent of the 
materials encountered.

In October of 1983, Tronolone, accompanied by Michael A. Cinquino, returned to 
the site of Playa Grande 9 to undertake a more thorough examination of the deposits. 
At this time, the site was mapped, a systematic surface collection was made for the 
entire area of the hilltop, and 9 test units, ranging in size from 30 X 30 cm to 50 
X 50 cm, were dug. These investigations indicated the presence of intact undisturbed 
subsurface midden deposits in a single area of the hilltop, and served to suggest 
that the average depth of the deposits is between 0 and 25 cm to bedrock in places, 
[he majority of the materials were recoyj

_____—•••M^—•••^•r — -.lerTtneinveTngatTorisirldTcat a rearer 
the site had not been subjected to much previous disturbance (e.g., agriculture, 
military activity, or the like) and the deposits had survived in a relatively unaltered 
state, with the exception of minor disturbances from slope wash and erosion.

Testing at Playa Grande 9 yielded numerous items of cultural material remains, 
many of which were diagnostic. The pottery found appears to be of several styles: 
the Late Saladoid tradition (Period 4C c. 600-800 AD):- the Ostionoid tradition 
(Period 4D c. 800-900 AD): the Elenoid tradition (Periods 4E and 4F c. 900-1300 AD); 
and the Chicoid tradition (Period 4G c. 1300-1500 AD). Stone and shell artifacts 
were also recovered. The shell refuse at the site is represented by numerous species. 
A form summarizing cultural remains by provenience is included with this nomination form.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Playa Grande 9 site (12VPr2-212) is the only prehistoric occupation where 
utilization of rock shelters is evidenced and one of only a small number of prehistoric 
occupations to be found with what can be seen as an elevated inland location on 
Vieques. The deposits at the site were found relatively undisturbed, and include 
many diagnostic artifacts and ecofacts representing several hundred years of occupation, 
As such, Playa Grande 9 constitutes a resource of substantial scientific interest con 
cerning information it may yield concerning aboriginal occupation on Vieques Island 
and in the Caribbean. The archaeologists who have investigated at the site, therefore, 
believe it should definitely be listed in the National Register.
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In all, the site atPlaya

The
remains at the site are indicative of a campsite occupation where subsistence 
activities included not only fishing and shell gleaning, but also hunting and 
agricultural. The site was also undoubtedly utilized as a lookout point, and 
the rockshelters were probably used as shelter from West Indian hurricanes.

A small amount of historic materials were found located on the surface of 
the site. These appear to date from the late 19th Century and into the 20th 
Century to about 1940. These materials were probably associated with the 
presence of one of the many past homesteads located in the vicinity. No 
remains of a homestead were discovered, however, as many were of wood-frame 
construction, vestages are rarely found.


