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In April of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the
Vieques Naval Reservation, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Harry
Alemd&n Crespo noted nal ceramic nd shell refuse on the

In July of 1982, on behalf of the U;S. Navy, accompanied by Aleman, Jack E.
Tyler, of Ecology and Environment, Inc., and a small team of 1nvestigators,
returned to the site of the original find, to sample, and provide preliminary
information for the site. At this time, the ground surface was closely inspected
in the site's vicinity and three test pits 30 x 30 cm in size, were dug. These
investigations indicated an extensive surface scatter of prehistoric refuse and
subsurface midden deposits. Consequently, it was recommended that further test-
ing be undertaken at the site to determine specifically the nature of the pre-
historic deposits encountered.

n owned ever since 1942

For about a century prior to its
acquisition by e area had been under cultivation, for it

includes some of the best farmland to be found anywhere on Vieques, and it formed
part of the sugar plantation known as the Hacienda Resolucidn. Since the Navy
purchased the property, all of it has lain fallow, and it appears to have been
utilized for only two purposes: by the Navy itself as an ammunition depot, and
a lease arrangement) by the Vieques Cattlemen's Association as grazing land.

- there any reason to suppose that deposits of that sort were obliterated 1n

course of their construction. Grazing cattle are unlikely themselves to do a great
deal of damage to archaeological remains of the sort found in the Ventana district.
It might .be thought, then, that the activities that have taken place in the district
since the time of the Navy's takeover would have had relatively Tittle impact on the
cultural deposits. Unfortunately, however, even though the present land-use pattern
can be characterized as bewng one of low intensity, a lot of damage has been done,
some of it quite recently, in the course of bulldozir ome bulldozing was proba-

~ bly done in the area years ago, |
,“but most, 1t not all, of the the recent activity o

-
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Though the Ventana site has been damaged in the course of the agricultural and
military activities that have taken place on and around it during the last century
and a half, it retains a considerable degree of significance and must be classed,
on certain grounds, as a unique historic resource. It is one of ‘only two -
large aboriginal dwelling sites ever to have been found
, and it is a place that is 1ikely to have played an very important
a pecial role in the middle stages of the island's ancient history.
However much it may have been disturbed by ploughs or bulldozers (and it is by no
means certain that all portions of it have indeed been heavily affected), it has
produced substantial quantities of archaeologically useful artifactual and eco-
factual material, and it should definitely be preserved. Of all the Navy-owned
archaeological sites on Vieques, those of the Ventana district (e.g., 12VPr2-5
and 12VPr2-61) are perhaps the most promising ones on which to investigate problems
of ancient land use, and they are virtually the only ones of which we are presently
aware from which it might be possible to learn something about special aboriginal
adaptations to an inland, as opposed to a littoral, habitat. For these reasons,
the archaeologists who investigated the Ventana 4 site are of the opinion that
it clearly deserves to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
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that sort is attributable to the cattlemen, who have made regular use of earth-moving
equipment for brush-clearing purposes and in connection with their fencing operations.
Still, it is improbable that there were any sizeable completely undisturbed refuse
deposits in the Ventana district even in 1941, on the eve of the Navy's purchase

of the property, for if (as is likely) the greater part of it was once planted

with sugarcane, the farming operations alone would have sufficed to churn the

ground up very thoroughly. Cane ploughs can cut to depths of as much as 18 inches

(46 cm), and that is enough to affect even the bottommost portions of the average

prehistoric refuse deposit on Vieques.

In November of 1983, Carmine A. Tronolone and Michael A. Cinquino of Ecology
“and Environment, Inc., headed a small group of investigators to conduct a more
thorough study of the deposits.at Ventana 4. The site was mapped, its surface
was systematically sampled, and six additional test pits were dug for the purpose
of ascertaining the extent, both horizontal and vertical, of the deposits at the
site. The six excavations, 50 x 50 cm in size, encountered in places midden de-
posits to a depth of 30 cm where bedrock was encountered. The testing served to
- suggest that the average depth of the deposits is between 5 and 25 cm, covering
a rather extensive area of about 8.75 ha.

The investigations resulted in the discovery of numerous artifacts, many of
which exhibited diagnostic characteristics, as well as numerous items of eco-
factual remains. The pottery found appears to be of several styles: the Middle
and Late Saladoid traditions (Periods 4B and 4C c. 350-800 AD); the:Ostionoid
tradition (Perjod 4D c. 800-900 AD); and the early Elenoid tradition (Period 4E
c. 900-1100 AD). Non-ceramic artifacts recovered from the site include the
‘following items: petaloid celts (including fragments and preforms); hammerstones;
flakes, utilized and fire-cracked; a possible coral abrader; and definite and
possible shell celts and tools. The non-ceramic artifact assemblage at Ventana
4 includes a typical complex.of celts, celt preforms, and battering tools. The
site has edge-battered ground cobbles with anvil-1ike surfaces on their sides
similar to, although often larger than, those recovered from Archaic and early
Ceramic Age sites on the island. The majority of the tools are made of igneous
rock, although some flakes are made of chert or mudstone and may be non-local.

In their choice of an area in which to settle, the Ventana people positioned
themselves midway between two of the finest zones of alluvial soil on Vieques, at




