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Referring Matters for Criminal 
Investigation
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Criminal enforcement should address the 
most egregious violations

Criminal

Civil Judicial

Administrative
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Criminal Enforcement Case 
Selection Methodology

 In 2010, Criminal Enforcement Program developed a 
case selection methodology to ensure overall docket 
identifies, investigates, and helps prosecute the cases 
with most significant environmental, human health, 
and deterrence impact

 Cases are “tiered” based upon:
– Release and discharge characteristics (e.g., hazardous or toxic 

pollutants, continuous violations)

– Health and environmental impacts ( e.g., death, serious 
injury, human exposure, remediation)

– Subject characteristics (e.g., national corporation, recidivist 
violator)
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I. Release and Discharge Characteristics

II. Impact Characteristics

IV. Other Factors

Pollutant Type

Frequency/Duration of 

Release

Non-Hazardous

Single Event

Hazardous/Toxic

Ongoing, Repetitive, Continuing, Multi 

Location

Human Health

Environmental Impacts

Size of Organization

Management Level

Compliance History

No Documented Exposure

No remediation

No federal response

Documented Exposure

Evacuation of Community

Public Utility Disruption 

$$$ Mitigation, 

Remediation or Restitution

Emergency Response

# Employees

$ Sales

Rank and File or Lower 

Management

Permitted

### Employees

$$$ Sales or Illegally Gotten Gains 

Upper Management

Unpermitted, Prior Civil or Administrative Action 

or Prior Criminal Conviction

III. Target Characteristics 

Death or

Serious 

Bodily Injury  

E.g., Case of First Impression, broad reaching consequences, multi-

jurisdictional, transnational, Title 18 Factors
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Coast 
Guard

Investigation

Fish & 
Wildlife
Investigation

EPA
Investigation

Department of Justice

Investigation

Charging

Plea 

State/Commonwealth 

Criminal Prosecution

or

Federal or 

state/commonwealth civil 

enforcement

Courts

Trial  &
Sentencing

Not criminal
No jury appeal

Insufficient evidence
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National Criminal Investigative 
Portfolio

Distribution of Open Cases by Media

24%

37%

19%

3%

8%

9%

Air

Water

Hazardous Waste

Pesticide

Other Environmental

General Crimes
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EPA Criminal Case Results –
FY 2011
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EPA Criminal Case Results –
FY 2011

 EPA criminal investigations led to 249 
charged criminal defendants in FY 11

 87% of the charged cases included at 
least one individual defendant

 Criminal defendants sentenced received 
a collective 89.5 years in prison

 $35 million in criminal fines & restitution

 $2 million in court order environmental 
projects
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Where do criminal cases come 
from?

 Tips and Complaints

 Internal referrals

 Referrals from state 
agencies

 Proactive Investigative 
Work
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Criminal Enforcement Tools
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Criminal Case Pipeline

Leads Investigations Prosecutions

 Historically, approximately one-third of 

our cases result in prosecution

 Historically, 92 - 95% of prosecutions 

result in convictions
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Criminal Case Info Map



14

Questions?

Report an Environmental Violation

www.epa.gov/tips/

LAURIE DUBRIEL

DUBRIEL.LAURIE@EPA.GOV

HOWARD STEWART

HOWARD.STEWART@USDOJ.GOV

ASAC VERNESA JONES-ALLEN

JONES-ALLEN.VERNESA@EPA.GOV

http://www.epa.gov/tips/
mailto:DUBRIEL.LAURIE@EPA.GOV
mailto:HOWARD.STEWART@USDOJ.GOV
mailto:JONES-ALLEN.VERNESA@EPA.GOV

